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MUMBAI : Police on
Monday booked the princi-
pal and two teachers a pri-
vate primary school in the
city for failing to report on
time the matter of sexual
abuse of a four-year-old girl
by the school watchman,
who was arrested in the case
on February 3. Police also
added section 21 of the
Protection Of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, apart from relevant sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code, in the case after over a
100 people, including stu-
dents’ parents, protested out-
side the school on Monday,
alleging that the administra-
tion suppressed the matter
and helped the accused.
“Police have added section
21 of the POCSO Act
against the persons con-
cerned from the school for
failing to report the matter,”
confirmed Smita Patil,
deputy commissioner of
police, zone XII.  According
to police, the 55-year-old
watchman allegedly sexual-
ly abused the minor girl in
the school washroom after
luring her with chocolates on
February 2. They said he
also threatened to kill the
child if she revealed about
the incident to anyone. “The
girl narrated the ordeal to her
family members after reach-
ing home, and they alerted
the police. The child is
undergoing treatment at hos-
pital,” police said, adding
the accused is in their cus-
tody. 
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After contractors seek protec-
tion, Opp says �Vasooli Sarkar�
MUMBAI : A day

after The Indian Express
exposed that two organi-
sations of state govern-
ment-approved contrac-
tors and engineers
engaged in various devel-
opmental projects had
written a joint letter to the
Maharashtra Chief
Minister and the two
Deputy Chief Ministers,
demanding a law to pro-
tect them at work sites,
opposition parties on
Monday alleged that the
Eknath Shinde – led gov-
ernment has turned
Maharashtra into a state
of goons and extortion-
ists.

“Maharashtra for the
first time ever in its histo-
ry has seen contractors
writing and complaining
of extortion and hooligan-
ism. The developmental
projects approved by the
government are being
stalled by goons who owe
allegiance to the ruling
side. Threats, physical
violence and extortion is a
program undertaken by
these goons. This govern-
ment should be renamed
to “Vasooli Sarkar”, said
Leader of Opposition and
Congress MLA Vijay
Wadettiwar.

He said that instances
of extortion are on the rise
ahead of elections and
that this hooliganism is
resulting in the stalling of

developmental projects.
Maharashtra Congress
chief Nana Patole said
that at a time when the
state is facing a number of
agitations and problems,
the government was busy
promoting hooliganism
and extortion. 

“The real issues faced
by the people of
Maharashtra will be
solved only when the
government will get time
to look at issues other
than extortion and hooli-
ganism,” said Patole.

“Every district in
Maharashtra state is fac-
ing the similar pattern
where political opponents
of the ruling side and also
local-level politicians are
forcefully stopping the
on-going works, using
physical violence against
and extorting money from
the contractor,” said the

letter sent by the
Maharashtra State
Contractors Association
(MSCA) and State
Engineers Association
(SEA) to Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, and
Deputy Chief Ministers
Devendra Fadnavis and
Ajit Pawar. The letter was
sent on February 3.
“These groups cannot be
controlled by government
officials. Increased
instances of threatening
with physical violence;
beating up the contractor
if they registered an oppo-
sition and dictating their
own orders are growing
across the state. These
groups are working in an
identical manner all over,
where they file written
complaints against the
contractor and later
demand money,” the let-
ter said.

ICICI Bank-Videocon case: Bombay HC confirms
interim bail granted to Chanda Kochhar, husband

M U M B A I : T h e
Bombay High Court on
Tuesday confirmed the
interim bail granted to for-
mer CEO of ICICI Bank
Chanda Kochhar and her
husband Deepak in a CBI
case related to alleged
irregularities in loans pro-
vided to the Venugopal
Dhoot-led Videocon
Group. “We have con-
firmed an interim bail
order. Order same as pre-
vious interim order of
January, 2023,” said a
bench of Justices Anuja
Prabhudessai and Nitin R
Borkar, which concluded
the hearing and reserved

its verdict on the
Kochhars’ plea on January
23. In January last year, a
bench led by Justice
Revati Mohite-Dere ques-
tioned the CBI why its
investigation took several
years while the FIR was
registered in 2019. It also
asked the CBI about its
conviction rate. The court
also granted interim bail to
the Kochhars, who were
arrested on December 23,
2022, pending their plea
and it was extended from
time to time. The court, in
the interim order, had held
that the Kochhars’ arrests
were not in accordance

with law and in non-com-
pliance with the mandate
of sections 41(1)(b)(ii)
(grounds of arrest), section
41A (notice of appearance
issued by investigating
officer) and section 60A
(arrests to be made strictly
in accordance with the
code) of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC),
“warranting their release
on bail”.

Justice Mohite-Dere’s
bench had then held that
the reason to arrest the
Kochhars’ four years after
the investigation began
was “not spelt out” in the
arrest memos. Senior

advocate Amit Desai, rep-
resenting Chanda, said she
had cooperated with the
CBI throughout but that no
inquiry took place for over
three years until the first
half of 2022. He also
argued that her arrest was
illegal and violated provi-
sions of the CrPC.

Desai pointed out that
no female police officer
was present at the time of
Chanda’s arrest. He said
Deepak was an independ-
ent businessman and that
Chanda Kochhar had not
shared anything related to
the bank’s affairs with
him. 


