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Ajit Pawar slams divisive politics
LOKMAT NEWS NETWORK

JALNA

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Ajit Pawar em-
phasised the impor-
tance of unity and

secularism in Maharashtra,
cautioning against divisive
politics and efforts to incite
communal hatred. Speaking
at the inauguration of the Na-
tionalist Congress Party’s
(NCP) district office on Mon-
day, Pawar reaffirmed the par-
ty’s dedication to the princi-
ples of Shahu Maharaj, Jyo-
tirao Phule, and Dr B R Am-
bedkar.

“Maharashtra has always
stood as a beacon of progres-
sive thought and social har-
mony. Our party will continue
to uphold secular ideals and
will not tolerate any attempts
to disrupt communal peace,”
said Pawar. He also advised
party members to refrain
from including tainted indi-

viduals in the party.
Highlighting the state gov-

ernment’s ‘Ladki Bahin Yo-
jana,’ Pawar explained that
it provides Rs 1,500 per month
to women aged 21 to 65 with
a family income below Rs 2.5

lakh annually. He urged inel-
igible beneficiaries, including
income tax payers, to vol-
untarily withdraw from the
scheme. “This scheme is
meant for economically dis-
advantaged women. Those

misusing it should step aside,”
he stated, assuring that eligi-
ble beneficiaries would start
receiving allowances from
next month.

Pawar also criticised oppo-
sition parties for their con-
tradictory stance on electronic
voting machines (EVMs).
“When they win elections in
Karnataka and West Bengal,
they praise EVMs. But when
they lose, they blame the same
machines,” he remarked.

Calling on party workers
to prepare for local self-gov-

ernment elections, Pawar
urged them to strengthen the
party’s presence through ded-
ication. He also encouraged
farmers to adopt modern ag-
ricultural practices to boost
productivity and resilience.

Former MLA and NCP dis-
trict president Arvind Chavan
spoke earlier during the event,
which was attended by MLCs
Vikram Kale, Satish Chavan,
Buldhana district president
Nazir Kazi, Shakuntala
Kadam, Shahab Alam Khan
and others.

Happy if I were guardian
minister of Beed: Pankaja
LOKMAT NEWS NETWORK

BEED

“I would be very happy if I
were appointed as the guard-
ian minister of Beed district,”
said environment minister
and Jalna district guardian
minister Pankaja Munde on
social media after being as-
signed as the guardian min-
ister of Jalna district. She
revealed that well-wishers
and party workers warmly
congratulated her over the
phone following the an-
nouncement.

While expressing her grat-
itude and commitment to
serving the people of Jalna,
Munde reflected on her deep
connection with Beed, her
home district. “I wanted to
work for Beed as it is my
home district,” she remarked.

Munde reminisced about
her tenure as Beed’s guardian

minister from 2014 to 2019,
during which she claimed to
have brought unprecedented
development funds to the dis-
trict. “No government had
ever allocated as many funds
to Beed as during my tenure,”
she reiterated. Regretting the
missed opportunity to serve
her home district, Munde said
she felt a sense of loss but af-
firmed her dedication to ful-
filling her responsibilities in
Jalna.

Calls for unity and integrity in Maharashtra; hits out at opposition over EVM stance
Marathas show black flags to Pawar
nActivists of the Maratha Mahasangh staged a protest on Monday
by showing black flags to Pawar during his visit to Jalna. The
demonstration, led by district president Arvind Deshmukh, was
in response to the Massajog sarpanch Santosh Deshmukh in
Beed and the custodial death of law student Somnath
Suryawanshi in Parbhani.

nProtesters demanded swift justice for the victims and
accountability from the government. “As the guardian minister
of Beed, Pawar must ensure justice for the families of the
sarpanch and the Dalit activist,” said Deshmukh.

Dy CM Ajit Pawar, MLC Vikram Kale, former MLA Arvind Chavan,
Dhairyasheel, Shakuntala amid the event in Jalna.
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Hearing on Karad’s
bail plea on Thursday
BEED

The hearing on the bail ap-
plication of Walmik Karad,
who was remanded to judicial
custody by the Kaij Court
under the Maharashtra Con-
trol of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA), has been postponed
once again. The case involves
allegations of threatening of-
ficials of the Avaada windmill
project in Massajog, Kaij
tehsil. The hearing is now
scheduled for Thursday in the
Kaij Court.

Karad was initially re-
manded to judicial custody
on January 14 in connection
with an extortion case. His
lawyer Adv Siddheshwar
Thombare, filed a bail appli-
cation in the same court. Dur-
ing the initial hearing on
January 16, public prosecutor
Adv Jitendra Shinde present-
ed arguments, and the court

scheduled
the next
hearing for
S a t u r d ay,
January 18.

However,
on Saturday,
Adv Ashok
Kawade, rep-
r e s e n t i n g

Karad, requested a postpone-
ment citing an eyeache. The
hearing was subsequently re-
scheduled for Monday, Janu-
ary 20.Karad’s lawyer again
filed an application to defer
the hearing on Monday, claim-
ing they had not received the
copy of the statement from
the prosecution. The court,
presided over by magistrate
S V Pawaskar, rejected the
request but directed the pros-
ecution to provide the re-
quired documents. Following
this, the court scheduled the
bail hearing for Thursday.

Former div
commr Ardad
joins NCP
JALNA

Retired Divisional Commis-
sioner Madhukar Raje
Ardad has officially joined
the Nationalist Congress
P a r t y
(NCP) in a
ceremony
attended by
d e p u t y
chief min-
ister Ajit
Pawar. Ar-
dard, hail-
ing from
Ghansawangi, entered pol-
itics after his retirement.

During the recent As-
sembly elections, he sought
a ticket from the Shiv Sena
(Shinde faction) but was not
granted one. He had filed
his nomination for the Ghan-
sawangi Assembly segment,
though Ardad later with-
drew his candidacy.

Lineman on pole
dies from shock

LOKMAT NEWS NETWORK

PARBHANI

In a tragic incident, a con-
tractual lineman of the
Maharashtra State
Electricity Distribution
Company Ltd (MSEDCL)
died on the spot after sus-
taining a heavy electric
shock while performing his
duty on the top of a pole in
Purna town of the district
late Sunday evening.

Tension in company office
The deceased, identified

as Vishal Jogdand, is aged
around 25 years and is sur-
vived by his mother, father,
brother, and sister. Tension
prevailed in the company’s
town office after Vishal’s rel-
atives held the negligence of
the company officers respon-
sible for his death. The ten-
sion escalated when they re-
fused to give permission to
perform a post-mortem on
the body.

However, they were paci-
fied and gave consent for the
post-mortem following the in-

tervention
of police of-
ficers into
the matter.

Huge po-
lice force
deployed

Accord-
ing to the
s o u r c e s ,
V i s h a l
climbed up on the pole to reg-
ularise electric supply. He
was performing his duty on
the pole when he sustained a
high-voltage shock after the
power supply resumed. This
left Vishal dead on the spot.

A large group of Vishal’s
relatives gathered at the
MSEDCL office on Monday
morning seeking action
against the officers respon-
sible for his death. This trig-
gered tension in the area.

The situation returned to
normalcy after police force
from the Purna, Chudawa,
and Tadkalas police stations
was deployed in the local hos-
pital.

However, they gave their
consent to the post-mortem
in the afternoon after the in-
tervention of senior officials.
The last rites were performed
on him in the evening at the
crematorium in Purna.

Relatives hold
company responsible
for his death

Vishal Jogdand

Elderly rider killed
in head-on collision
BEED

A 65-year-old man, a resident
of Ghugewadi village in Shi-
rur Kasar tehsil, lost his life
after his motorcycle collided
with a car from the opposite
direction on the Beed-Shirur
Kasar road on Monday.

The accident occurred at
11.30 am when Chepate was
travelling towards Beed on
his motorcycle, resulting in
severe injuries. Chepate died
while being shifted to the hos-
pital. Local police have initi-
ated further investigations
into the incident

₹10 lakh for kin of bus
accident deceased
Beed: A financial assistance of Rs
10 lakh will be provided to the fam-
ilies of those who lost their lives in
the Maharashtra State Road Trans-
port Corporation (MSRTC) bus acci-
dent at Rajuri (Ghodke) in Beed
tehsil. The tragic incident occurred
on the Beed-Parli Vaijanath road on
Sunday.

MLA Sandeep Kshir-
sagar from Beed con-
tacted transport minis-
ter Pratap Sarnaik, who
promptly announced
the compensation. Sar-
naik also instructed the
MSRTC’s managing di-
rector to ensure the fi-
nancial aid reaches the
affected families at the
earliest.

The accident claimed the lives of
three teenagers Virat Ghodake, Om
Ghodake, and Subodh More. The trio
had been practicing running drills
in preparation for police constable
recruitment exams when the unfor-
tunate tragedy struck.

HONING SKILLS

The Indian Army demonstrated various war exercises at the K K Range, an army training
ground near Ahilyanagar on Monday. Sajid Sheikh


