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NEW DELHI : Lieutenant
Governor VK Saxena expressed
deep concern over the state of the
city’s drains and sewer systems,
which he said have seen a “com-
plete collapse” during the recent
monsoon season.

On Monday, the L-G called for
an institutionalised mechanism for
scheduled inspections by senior
officers so that they can gain a
“first-hand feel” of problems relat-
ed to this and take regulatory

measures. The office has directed
the state government’s Heads of all
Departments (HODs), Secretaries,
Principal Secretaries, and
Additional Chief Secretaries to
plan a schedule for regular field
inspections. The inspection notes
from these visits are to be submit-
ted to the Chief Secretary, with
copies endorsed to the L-G
Secretariat and the Minister-in-
Charge. The notes are to sum-
marise problems and corrective

measures, with geo-tagged pic-
tures of the areas before and after
measures are deployed. Secretaries
and Principal Secretaries are
required to conduct fortnightly vis-
its, while HODs must conduct
weekly inspections. The LG has
also asked for bi-weekly field-
level inspections at the district
level, under the supervision of
District Magistrates. The DMs
have also been asked to hold
monthly interactions with Resident

Welfare Associations (RWAs) to
resolve local issues.

With multiple agencies
involved in the maintenance of the
city’s 3,740.31 km of stormwater
drains, the High Court of Delhi had
earlier noted a “blame game”
among them — including the
Public Works Department, the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, the New
Delhi Municipal Council, the

Delhi Development Authority,
Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation, and the Cantonment
Board.  The High Court had taken
serious note of the desilting of
drains in the capital, making sting-
ing observations about the “admin-
istrative chaos” that prevails.
“There is a need for a vision by the
administrators to manage the pres-
ent needs and anticipate the
future,” the court had said.

Delhi L-G says city�s drain system saw �complete col-
lapse�, calls for regular inspections by senior officers

NEW DELHI : While
pulling up the
Enforcement Directorate,
a Delhi court has dis-
charged Nitin Bhatnagar, a
close aide to senior
Congress leader Kamal
Nath’s nephew Ratul Puri,
in a money-laundering
case where Central Bank
of India was allegedly
cheated out of Rs 354
crore.

The ED alleges that
Moser Baer, the company
which is the main accused
in the case, had defrauded
Central Bank of India and
other banks and that the
total proceeds of crime are
worth Rs 7,980 crore.
Ratul Puri was the execu-
tive director of Moser
Baer.

“How could the
accused who was only
working as a relationship
manager in Bank of
Singapore have worked
out that such funds were
part of the dirty money,”
Special Judge Sanjeev
Aggarwal of the Rouse

Avenue Court said in an
order on August 17. As per
the ED, the role of
Bhatnagar in the offence
was that he introduced a
real estate company called
IPF Real Estate Brokers
LLC to help John
Docherty and Ratul Puri
receive funds worth $20
million from Rajiv
Saxena, an accused in the
case.

Docherty, a close asso-
ciate of Puri, had alleged-
ly asked Bhatnagar to
arrange a real estate com-
pany to facilitate a “ficti-
tious transaction that
would appear as a legiti-
mate real estate deal” to
help in the transfer of $20
million and to project

these funds as untainted.
“There was no device
available with the accused
from which he would have
calibrated that it was the
same money he was deal-
ing with as a relationship
manager, which has been
siphoned off from Moser
Baer by defrauding the
Canara Bank and others
banking entities,” said the
court, adding that while
the transactions took place
in 2012-13, an FIR was
registered in 2019.

The court also pulled
up banks, whose job it
said was to report such
suspicious transactions to
the authorities. “They
(banking companies)
failed to follow the due

diligence procedures in
sniffing out the crime
money,” said Judge
Aggarwal. Pulling up the
ED, the court said that
while stating that the
money had gone through a
hawala channel, the
agency had failed to
record statements of any
hawala dealer. The prose-
cution is “itself not sure
about the true nature of
the transactions in ques-
tion”, it added.

The ED was also
admonished for relying on
the statements of Rajiv
Saxena, who had turned
approver in the
AgustaWestland scam
case. The court said that
“singing songs of praise”
for Saxena was “surpris-
ing and deplorable”.

Stating that the ED has
disowned Saxena as the
approver in the
AgustaWestland case, the
court said that his state-
ments must be viewed
with suspicion and taken
with a pinch of salt.

Delhi court raps ED while discharging aide to Kamal
Nath�s nephew in Rs 354-crore bank fraud case

PUNE : Heavy rainfall
in Pune on Saturday
evening caused flooding
in Antulay Nagar in
Yewalewadi, affecting the
homes of many leprosy
survivors with disabilities,
as runoff water inundated
their homes and kitchens.

A complaint was filed
online with the Pune
Municipal Corporation
(PMC) regarding water
gushing into their homes
through various passages.
However, despite the
PMC staff’s visit to the
colony for inspection, no
actions have been taken to
resolve the issue.

Jyoti Bagade, wife of
Deepak Bagade, high-
lighted the problems,
explaining that their raw
houses, located in a cor-
ner, are experiencing
increased water flow.
“With a government hos-
pital nearby, releasing
water into the lake exacer-
bates the flooding. My
husband and I work as
housekeepers, leaving our
8-year-old son alone at
home. It’s difficult to
leave him in this condi-
tion, fearing undesirable
incidents,” she said.
Shamuwel Tayade, 29,
lives with his parents, who
are leprosy survivors with

limited mobility. He
explained that the situa-
tion has worsened, caus-
ing difficulties in recover-
ing from their wounds.
“Although the staff
inspected, no action has
been taken. Knee-deep
water has destroyed
everything at home, forc-
ing us to make temporary

cooking arrangements,”
he said.

Pannalal Pundalik
Nikam, who heads the
association of colony resi-
dents, stated that despite
paying taxes residents are
left vulnerable as water
seeps into their fragile
shelters. “A specially-
abled child is trapped in

this unsafe environment,
his life at risk. The relent-
less struggle of these resi-
dents is heart-wrenching,
yet authorities turn a blind
eye.” The PMC officials
visited the colony told
they would return the fol-
lowing day and inspect the
issue.

Rajen Paste, a PMC
engineer overseeing
drainage systems, said
that if the issue is within
his department’s jurisdic-
tion, they will address it
and find a solution as
quickly as possible.
“Otherwise, if it falls
under the waterlogging
department’s responsibili-
ty, they will handle the
resolution,” he said.

Homes of leprosy survivors in
Pune inundated, PMC yet to act
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The PMC officials visited the colony told they would return the

following day and inspect the issue.

A girl ties 'rakhi'

to Assam Chief

Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma as

he celebrates the

festival of

'Rakshabandhan'

in Guwahati.


