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Annual Sports Festival 2024-25: Encouraging
Young Athletes to Shine at the National Level

DAMAN: The Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India,
Shri Narendra Modi, is
committed to ensuring that
athletes from across the
country excel not only in
academics but also in
sports, making the nation
proud at the national level.
Under the able leadership
and guidance of our Union
Territory’s Administrator,
Shri Prafulbhai Patel, and
with the support of the
Chief Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, Silvassa,

the Annual Group-Level
Sports Festival for the aca-
demic year 2024-25 has
been organized.This tour-
nament, conducted under
the District Panchayat
Primary Education
Department, marks the 57th
two-day group-level
Annual Sports Festival.
Young athletes under 14
years of age from 264 sub-
schools across 30 cluster
schools participated enthu-
siastically at the district
level. The sports festival
commenced on February

27, 2025, with a lamp-light-
ing ceremony, an inaugural
speech, and the traditional
oath-taking before the com-
petitions.The two-day
event on February 27 and
28, 2025, features various
sports, including Kabaddi,
Kho-Kho, Volleyball, Tug
of War, running events
(100m to 400m), Shot Put,
Discus Throw, Javelin
Throw, Long Jump, High
Jump, Yoga, Chess, and
Carrom.The tournament
was inaugurated by
Resident Deputy Collector

Shri Amitkumar Sir, who
officially declared the
games open. The event was
graced by the presence of
the Primary Education
Officer, Assistant Accounts
Officer, Sports Education
Officer, Sports
Coordinators, School
Principals, BRCs, CRCs,
and other dignitaries.This
sports festival aims to nur-
ture young talent, promote
sportsmanship, and encour-
age students to pursue
excellence in athletics
along with academics.

BJP Welcomes Students Appearing for
Board Exams in Dadra & Nagar Haveli

Daman: Today, the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) extended best wishes
to students appearing for the
10th and 12th board exami-
nations in Dadra & Nagar
Haveli by welcoming them
with flower bouquets and
tilak.

At Government School,
Tokarkhada, BJP Silvassa
City President Shri Shantu
Bhai Pujari, along with
party members, greeted the
students and wished them
success in their exams. The

event aimed to boost stu-
dents’ confidence and
encourage them to perform
well in their examinations.

Several prominent lead-
ers and party members were
present on this occasion,
including State General
Secretary Shri Sunil Patil,
Silvassa Municipal Council
President Smt. Rajni Ben
Shetty, Shri Sunil Mahajan,
Sandeep Tiwari, Kreena
Pathak, Ramesh Ji Dhoka,
Hitesh Bhai Kothari, and
other BJP workers.

Gujarat government under fire over delay in deliv-
ering 1.18 lakh bicycles to SC, SEBC students

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat government admit-
ted in the Assembly that
1,18,071 bicycles meant for
socially and educationally
backward class (SEBC) and
Scheduled Caste (SC) stu-
dents under the Saraswati
Sadhana Yojana remain
undelivered as of 31/12/24.
The scheme, designed to
provide bicycles to class 9
girls for commuting to
school, aims to boost atten-
dance among SC,
Scheduled Tribe (ST), and
socially and educationally
backward class (SEBC) stu-
dents.

The delay raises con-
cerns over the scheme’s
execution, impacting thou-
sands of students reliant on
this crucial transport aid. In
response to a query by
Congress MLA Amit
Chavda in the Gujarat
Assembly on Thursday, the
Ministry of Social Justice

and Empowerment revealed
a significant shortfall in
bicycle distribution under
the Saraswati Sadhana
Yojana. In 2023, the gov-
ernment demanded 13,300
bicycles for Scheduled
Caste (SC) students and
98,212 for socially and edu-
cationally backward classes
(SEBC).

The request was sent to
Gujarat Rural Industries
Marketing Corporation Ltd.
(GRIMC), which delivered
6,829 bicycles to SC stu-
dents and 77,607 to SEBC
students, leaving 6,871 and
20,605 short, respectively.
The crisis deepened in
2024, as the government
sought 12,800 bicycles for
SC students and 1,05,271
for SEBC students from
GRIMC. However, as of
December 31, 2024, not a
single bicycle has been pro-
vided.

The Gujarat govern-

ment informed the
Assembly on Thursday that
out of the 6,471 pending
bicycles for Scheduled
Caste (SC) students in the
2023 academic year, 6,034
have been distributed so
far. Similarly, the 20,605
bicycles meant for Socially
and Educationally
Backward Classes (SEBC)
have now been allocated.
However, the government
admitted that 1,05,271
bicycles for the 2024-25
academic year remain
undelivered, stating that
distribution will begin once
supplies arrive from ven-
dors. The opposition was
not convinced, with the
Congress Leader of
Opposition alleging cor-
ruption in what he called a
major bicycle scam, inten-
sifying political heat in the
Assembly. Congress MLA
Amit Chavda alleges that
the Gujarat government

altered purchase specifica-
tions in the Saraswati
Sadhana Yojana 2023-24 to
favour select companies.
Instead of the SPC decid-
ing quality standards, the
government intervened,
allowing direct departmen-
tal approval. 

Indian student battles for life in US after hit-
and-run accident, family seeks urgent visa
A woman from Maharashtra's

Satara district is currently fighting
for her life in a hospital in the United
States after suffering critical injuries
in a road accident. The 35-year-old
woman, Neelam Shinde's family is
urgently seeking the Centre's help to
obtain a visa so they can visit her.
According to sources, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) has taken up
with the US the family's request for
an urgent visa. The US side is look-
ing into the formalities for early
grant of visa for the applicant's fami-
ly, the sources said.

According to her father, Tanaji
Shinde, Neelam had gone to the US
for higher education and was in her

fourth year at California State
University, as reported by According
to Shinde's family, she was involved
in an accident on February 14 while
out for an evening walk. It was a hit-
and-run incident in which the car
struck her from behind that resulted

in severe injuries to her arms, legs,
head, and chest, the family said.
However, the family did not learn
about the incident until two days
later, when her roommate informed
them. Neelam is currently being
treated at C Davis Medical Center in
Sacramento, California. "We were
informed about the accident on
February 16 and have been attempt-
ing to secure a visa since then, but we
have not received it yet," said her
father. "She has gone into a coma due
to a blow to the chest," the family  In
the wake of her critical condition, the
hospital reportedly sent an email to
the family requesting them to come
to the US as soon as possible. 

7 rapists get life term in
a single day in POCSO

cases in Gujarat
Gandhinagar: On February
25, 2025, courts in Amreli,
Vadodara, and Rajkot dis-
tricts delivered seven signif-
icant verdicts in POCSO
cases, sentencing all seven
rapists to life imprisonment,
bringing justice to seven dif-
ferent victims across these
districts, an official state-
ment said. 

Following detailed inves-
tigations by the police in
Amreli, Vadodara, and
Rajkot (both city and rural)
in serious POCSO-related
rape cases, along with the
collection of technical evi-
dence, government prosecu-
tors’ effective arguments,
and FSL reports, all seven
accused were sentenced to
life imprisonment. 


