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Quad vows to work towards 'free and stable'
Indo-Pacific, with India set to host 2025 summit
The foreign ministers of the four nations issued a joint statement to commemorate the Quad's 20th

anniversary, pledging to work together in responding to the future needs of the Indo-Pacific
NEW DELHI: India and
other Quad member
nations on Tuesday reaf-
firmed the grouping's
steadfast commitment to
work towards a free, open
and peaceful Indo-Pacific
amid China's increasing
military muscle-flexing in
the region. The foreign
ministers of the member
nations of the grouping
made the pledge in a joint
statement commemorating
the 20th anniversary of
"Quad cooperation." India,
the US, Australia and
Japan came together 20
years ago to extend assis-
tance in response to the
2004 Indian Ocean earth-
quake and tsunami, and
that coalition subsequently
took form of the Quad. In
the last few years, the
Quad has rolled out a num-
ber of initiatives address-
ing some of the most
pressing needs and chal-
lenges of the Indo-Pacific
region, including in areas
of maritime security, infra-
structure and connectivity.
India is scheduled to host
the next Quad Summit that
is likely to take place in the
second half of 2025.

The foreign ministers of
the four nations said the
Quad will work together in
responding to the future
needs of the Indo-Pacific.
"As four partners, we share
a vision of a free and open
Indo-Pacific that is peace-
ful, stable and prosperous,
underpinned by effective
regional institutions," the
joint statement said. The
Quad foreign ministers
also talked about the cen-
trality of 10-nation group-
ing Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) in the Indo-
Pacific. "We reaffirm our
unwavering support
forEAN's centrality and
unity as well as main-
streaming and implemen-
tation of theEAN Outlook
on the Indo-Pacific," the
ministers said. "We respect

Pacific-led regional archi-
tecture, foremost the
Pacific Islands Forum. We
are also steadfast in our
support for the Indian
Ocean Rim Association,
the region's premier organ-
isation," they said. The
Quad foreign ministers
also referred to the Indian
Ocean earthquake and
tsunami and how the four
countries came together to
respond to the challenges.
"The tsunami was one of
the worst disasters in histo-
ry, claiming the lives of
nearly a quarter million
people and displacing 1.7
million across 14 coun-
tries," they said.

"Together our four
countries contributed over
40,000 emergency respon-
ders, working with other
partners across the Indo-

Pacific region to support
millions of people affected
by the catastrophe." In the
statement, the ministers
further noted that the foun-
dational commitment of
the four nations to human-
itarian assistance and dis-
aster relief remained
strong. "We continue to
work side-by-side to pre-
pare for and respond
quickly and effectively to
disasters across the
region," they said. "In
2024, our four countries
collectively supported dis-
aster preparedness and
life-saving relief efforts
across the Indo-Pacific and
we continue to build on
those efforts to identify
new ways to respond rap-
idly to humanitarian crises
and disasters," they added.

The ministers also
briefly highlighted the
Quad's focus on addressing
complex challenges in the
Indo-Pacific. "What began
as an emergency response
to a catastrophe has grown
into a full-fledged partner-
ship delivering positive
outcomes for the people of
our region," the statement
noted. 

SGPC demands judicial
enquiry into police encounter

which killed three youths in UP

CHANDIGARH: The
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) has demanded a
judicial inquiry into the
encounter which killed
three Khalistani terrorists in
Uttar Pradesh. In a meeting
that was held today, the
executive committee of the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
condemned the killing of
three youths from Punjab in
Uttar Pradesh in an
encounter.

During this meeting, a
resolution was passed
regarding the police
encounter, after raising
strong questions. The reso-
lution said: "This is a very
serious matter and it seems
like a deliberate act to target
youths of Punjab." The res-
olution demanded a judicial
inquiry into this encounter.
Sources said that criminal
cases had been registered in
connection with the killing
of three alleged militants of

a pro-Khalistan group in
Pilibhit. The first case was
registered in connection
with the police encounter of
Khalistan Zindabad Force
(KZF) militants Varinder
Singh alias Ravi,
Gurwinder Singh, and
Jashanpreet Singh alias
Partap Singh in Puranpur
area of Philibhit on
December 23.Another case
was registered on
December 24 on the com-
plaint of Puranpur Police
outpost in-charge Amit
Kumar against the three
alleged militants and two
others Jaspal Singh alias
Sunny and Manoj who
booked a hotel room near
the Puranpur highway using
fake identity cards.The
cyber cell of Pilibhit police
lodged another case against
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun
of Sikhs for Justice on
December 25 as he alleged-
ly threatened to spread ter-
ror during Mahakumbh in
Prayagra. 

BJP will put Mamata in jail if it
comes to power, says Suvendu

Adhikari in Sandeshkhali

KOLKATA: The
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will set up a com-
mission to probe atrocities
committed in Sandeshkhali
and send Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee to jail if the party
comes to power in West
Bengal, BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari said on
Tuesday.

“You (Banerjee) have
asked the people to forget
whatever has happened.
The people of
Sandeshkhali will not for-
get. Even I will not forget.
If BJP comes to power in
West Bengal, a commis-
sion would be set up to
probe into the

Sandeshkhali events. You
had framed women of
Sandeshkhali and sent
them to jail. BJP will send
you to jail too for lodging
false cases against
women,” said Adhikari,
leader of the opposition in
the Bengal assembly.

“We will take revenge
with interest according to
the law and stay within the
limits of the Constitution,”
said Adhikari, who trav-
elled to Sandeshkhali a day
after the chief minister vis-
ited the area in North 24
Parganas district. Adhikari,
who was addressing a BJP
outreach programme in
Sandeshkhali, accused
Banerjee of conspiring to
slap false cases against
women in the area ahead of
the 2024 elections to pun-
ish people for protesting
against local TMC strong-
men such as Shahjahan
Sheikh. 

Mumbai hoarding collapse

Key accused who was
on run for seven months
arrested from Lucknow

MUMBAI: Mumbai Police
have arrested a key accused
in the Ghatkopar hoarding
collapse case from Uttar
Pradesh capital Lucknow,
officials said on Tuesday.

The accused, identified as
businessman Arshad Khan
(42), was on the run for the
last seven months after being
called to record his statement
in connection with the case,
an official said.

Wild tusker dies after being hit by train in Tripura�s Khowai district
New delhi: A 35-year-old wild
elephant that sustained grievous
injuries after being hit by a train at
Teliamura in Tripura’s Khowai
district died on Monday night,
forest department officials said on
Tuesday.

A train travelling from
Agartala to Dharmanagar hit the
elephant in the Shalbagan area on
December 28, fracturing both of
its hind legs. The animal had been
under treatment since then. A
complaint was lodged with the

Government Railway Police in
Teliamura and the divisional man-
ager of the Northeast Frontier
Railway in Lumding, alleging that
the train was travelling at a speed

of nearly 50 kmph, exceeding the
20-kmph limit set for elephant
corridors in the area. An officer
said that veterinary doctors con-
ducted a postmortem on the ele-
phant in the presence of forest
officials.

A similar incident occurred in
February when an elephant was
killed after being struck by a train
in the same area. The elephant
was declared the national heritage
animal of India in 2010. Elephants
are categorised as Schedule-I ani-

mals under the Wildlife
(Protection) Amendment Act
2022, recognising them as endan-
gered species.

Wildlife experts call for strong
safety measures, including map-
ping critical routes and collaborat-
ing with stakeholders such as the
administration, railways, public
works department and the
National Highways Authority of
India in designated elephant corri-
dors to prevent untoward inci-
dents.


