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President Droupadi Murmu pays her last respects to former prime minister Manmohan Singh at the
latter's residence, in New Delhi.

Vehicles move amid rain at Vijay Chowk, in New Delhi.

Bus accident claims eight lives, leaves
many injured in Punjab's Bathinda

The accident occurred when the bus was en route to Bathinda from Talwandi Sabo. The bus had
over 45 passengers and it fell in the Lasara drain at Jeewan Singhwala village, officials said

CHANDIGARH: Eight
people were killed and 26
others injured after a private
bus, carrying 44 passengers,
fell into the Lasara drain
near Jiwan Singh Wala vil-
lage on the Bathinda-
Talwandi Sabo road in
Bathinda district.

The bus, operated by
New Guru Kashi Transport
Company, was travelling
from Sardulgarh in Mansa
district to Bathinda and was

just 13 kilometers from its
destination when the acci-
dent occurred. Locals quick-
ly reached the scene to help
passengers and evacuated
the injured. The National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) later joined the res-
cue operation. The bus was
pulled out of the drain using
a crane. Eyewitnesses stated
that the bus crashed through
a bridge railing before
plunging into the drain. The

rainy weather hindered res-
cue operations. Rescued
passengers reported that the
bus was traveling at high
speed when it collided with
a speeding truck coming
from the opposite direction,
causing the driver to lose
control.

Sources confirmed that
rain was falling in Bathinda
at the time of the accident.
The cause of the mishap is
under investigation, with

passengers stating that both
the bus and the truck were
speeding, leading to the
crash. Police and local
authorities quickly launched
a rescue operation, and the
injured were transported to
nearby hospitals. Bathinda
Deputy Commissioner
Showkat Ahmad Parray said
that villagers quickly
responded to the accident,
helping to save lives. He
confirmed that eight people
had died, with five identi-
fied and three still unac-
counted for. Five individuals
succumbed to their injuries
at Talwandi Hospital, while
three others were declared
dead at the Civil Hospital in
Bathinda. Parray added that
the bus was traveling at high
speed when the driver lost
control. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi expressed
his condolences over the
tragedy and announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh from
the PMNRF for the families
of each deceased and Rs
50,000 for the injured. 

Gujarat BJP MP Mansukh Vasava publicly
opposes party's taluka president pick

Vasava has openly opposed the selection of Sandeep Patel as Jhagdia�s president
AHMEDABAD: Internal
disputes have surfaced in
Gujarat BJP over the
appointments of Mandal,
city, district and taluka
presidents ahead of local
body elections in the state.

Controversies gained
momentum after state BJP
chief and Union Water
Resources Minister CR
Patil announced the names
of mandal presidents in
several districts. Known
for outspoken remarks
against the government
and officials, Bharuch BJP
MP Mansukh Vasava has
stirred controversy -- this
time by criticising his own
party’s decision.

Vasava has openly
opposed the selection of
Sandeep Patel as Jhagdia’s
president. He took it to
social media to express his
dissatisfaction. He also
highlighted widening
cracks within the party and

exposed the internal dis-
sent. MP Mansukh Vasava
wrote on social media, “I
welcome the appointment
of organization presidents
across all talukas, cities,
and units in the Bharuch
Lok Sabha constituency.
However, I strongly
oppose the appointment of
Sandeep Patel as president
of Jhagdiya taluka.”

“Sandeepbhai Patel has
never contributed to BJP’s
work in the taluka and

remains confined to his
village,” he alleged. He
criticised the selection,
saying, “Dedicated work-
ers who have served the
taluka and district organi-
sations for years have been
overlooked, while some-
one with no contribution to
the party -- and even a
record of working against
the party -- has been cho-
sen.” Citing specific griev-
ances, Vasava added,
“Sandeep Patel actively

tried to sabotage my pro-
gram in Phulwadi village.
He was absent from the
Sevsetu program and other
initiatives. His connections
are limited to business cir-
cles, and these interests
have misled the state lead-
ership into making this
decision.” “Jhagdiya is a
tribal-dominated taluka,”
Vasava pointed out. He
emphasised the BJP’s his-
torical support from tribal,
Patel, and Rajput commu-

nities. He criticised the
choice and stated
“Sandeepbhai doesn’t
belong to any of these
communities and has
opposed me while working
against the party’s inter-
ests.” "The president could
have been chosen from
among tribals, Patels, or
Rajputs -- those who truly
represent the taluka and
the party’s values. That’s
why I stand firmly against
the appointment," he said.

Resistance is mounting
against the newly appoint-
ed president in Navsari
too. In Aravalli, heavy
backlash forced a change.
The opposition to BJP’s
local appointments is not
new. Similar resistance
erupted earlier over the
appointments of Mandal
presidents in key regions,
including Aravalli,
Navsari, Vadnagar,
Vadodara, and Rajkot.

BSF constable ends life with
service rifle in Jaisalmer

JAIPUR: A 44-year-old
head constable of Border
Security Force (BSF) post-
ed at the India-Pakistan bor-
der in Rajasthan's Jaisalmer
district allegedly shot him-
self with his service rifle,
police said on Friday. "The
incident occurred on
Thursday. The exact reasons
behind the suicide are not
clear yet," Jaisalmer Circle
Officer Roop Singh Inda

said. The deceased, Krishna
Kumar from Hoshiarpur in
Punjab, was posted at the
Bhonu border outpost in the
Shahgarh area. 

"Kumar was on duty
when he shot himself.
Hearing the gunshot, his fel-
low soldiers rushed to the
scene and found him dead,"
police said. The post-
mortem will be conducted
today," the officer said.

Two killed as sulphur tank
explodes at sugar factory

in Maharashtra's Jalna
MUMBAI: Two persons
died and one was injured
after a sulphur tank exploded
at a sugar factory in
Maharashtra's Jalna district,
an official has said. The acci-
dent took place on Thursday
afternoon in Bagehswari
Sugar Factory in Partur,
some 390 kilometres from
here, he said. "While work
was underway at the factory,
a sulphur tank exploded. The
deceased have been identi-
fied as Ashok Tejrao
Deshmukh (56), a resident of
Sindkhedraja, and Partur res-
ident Appasaheb Shankar
Parkhe (42). One person is
hospitalised with injuries,"
he said.

�My life is inspired by her ideals� � Union minister Meghwal
apologises following outcry over comments on Mirabai

New delhi: Following an
outcry by Rajput commu-
nity leaders among others,
Union Minister of State for
Law and Justice and
Bikaner MP Arjun Ram
Meghwal has apologised
for his comments on the
16th century mystic poet,
Mirabai.

Posting an apology on
his social media late on
Thursday, Meghwal said
that “in the Indian devo-
tional tradition, mother

Mira holds the position of a
great devotee and has
spread the feeling of devo-
tion in the entire country
through her devotion to
Krishna.”

“My life has been

inspired by the ideals of
mother Mira. I sing her
bhajans in my programmes
and her personality inspires
me too…I have immense
devotion and faith in her. I
can’t think of insulting her
even in my dreams. But
even then, if some of my
words have, in any way,
hurt the people who have
devotion and faith in moth-
er Mira, then I express my
grief and apologise for it,”
Meghwal said.


