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Europa CoNFErENCE LEaguE

Olympiacos 
wins title

Kerala boy selected by 
Qatar football team

Bumrah & head feature in 
ponting’s predictions

Jr men’s hockey team 
registers victory

Indian boys & girls 
complete golden sweep

MERP Systems signs pact

BREda: The Indian Junior 
Men’s Hockey Team registered a 
shootout victory against Germa-
ny, while the Indian Junior Wom-
en’s Hockey Team concluded 
their Tour of Europe with a draw 
against Oranje 
Rood.

The Indian 
Junior Men’s 
Hockey Team 
triumphed in the 
shootouts, win-
ning 1-1 (3-1 
SO) after Mukesh 
Toppo (33’) 
scored in regula-
tion time. For the Indian Junior 
Women’s Hockey Team, Sanjana 
Horo (18’) and Anisha Sahu (58’) 
scored in their 2-2 draw with 
Oranje Rood.

After a quiet first half, during 
which neither the Indian Junior 

Men’s Hockey team nor Germa-
ny could find the back of the net, 
Mukesh Toppo (33’) scored off 
a rebound from a penalty corner 
early in the third quarter.

The Indian Colts held their 
lead until Ger-
many equalized 
four minutes 
into the fourth 
quarter, adding 
excitement to the 
game. Despite 
both teams’ ef-
forts to take the 
lead, the score 
remained un-

changed at the end of regulation 
time, leading to a penalty shoot-
out.

The Indian Junior Men’s 
Hockey team won the shootout 
3-1, with Gurjot Singh, Dilraj 
Singh, and Manmeet Singh scor-

ing. They concluded their Tour of 
Europe with a victory in their fi-
nal game. Meanwhile, the Indian 
Junior Women’s Hockey Team 
played a quiet first quarter against 
Oranje Rood. Early in the second 
quarter, Sanjana Horo (18’) broke 
the deadlock for India. Oranje 
Rood responded well, earning 
two penalty corners but the In-
dian defense held firm, ending 
the first half 1-0 in India’s favor. 
Oranje Rood took the initiative in 
the third quarter. In their search 
for goals, Oranje Rood pushed 
India back, earning three pen-
alty corners and scoring twice to 
take a 2-1 lead. The Indian Junior 
Women’s Hockey Team strove to 
level the score in the last quarter, 
achieving a breakthrough when 
Anisha Sahu (58’) scored in the 
final moments, ending the match 
in a 2-2 draw.

NEw dElhI: The Under-
19 and Under-15 boys and girls 
made India proud yet again with 
a clean sweep of all possible 
gold medals in the singles and 
the doubles in the South Asian 
Youth Table Tennis champion-
ships at Kandy on the conclud-
ing day, according to Table 
Tennis Federation of India. The 
boys and girls also added four 
silver medals to their tally in the 
singles events played last night.

In the Under-19 boys singles 
final, Ankur Bhattacharjee de-
feated Jash Modi 11-8, 5-11, 
11-9, 11-6 to win the gold, leav-
ing Jash Modi to satisfy with the 
silver. Pakistan and Bangladesh 
won the bronze medals.

In the girls’ section, Sayali 
Wani beat Pritha Vartikar 11-9, 
10-12, 11-4, 11-8 to wear the 

crown, pushing Pritha to the 
second spot. Pakistan and hosts 
Sri Lanka won the bronze in this 
category. Soham Mukherjee 

emerged as the singles champi-
on in the Under-15 Boys, blank-
ing out Sarthak Arya 11-7, 11-8, 
11-7, while the bronze went the 
way of two Pakistan paddlers, 

Abbas Amjad Khan and Abdal 
Mohammed Khan. In the girls’ 
U-15 singles, Syndrela Das 
proved better than compatriot 

Divyanshi Bowmick with a 
12-10, 8-11, 11-8, 11-9 verdict. 
Subhashree Sreshtra of Nepal 
and Yoshini Jayawardane of Sri 
Lanka had to contend with the 

bronze medals.
In the U-19 Boys’ doubles, 

Ankur and Jash combined 
to beat the Pakistani duo of 
Shayan Farooq and Taha Bilal 
11-6, 13-11, 11-9 to grab the 
gold, while Taneesha Kotecha 
and Risha Mirchandani paired 
up to beat the Nepalese duo of 
Binaca Rai and Evana Thapa 
Magar 11-3, 11-6, 11-5 for the 
gold.

In the U-15 Boys’ doubles, 
Sahil Rawat and Rupam Sardar 
defeated Abul Hashem Hasib 
and Mohammad Thamidur 
Rahman 11-8, 11-6, 11-8 for the 
top podium finish. In the girls’ 
category, Kavya Bhatt and 
Ankolika Chakraborty routed 
the Sri Lankan pair of Yoshini 
and Shanya Muthuli 11-6, 11-
5, 11-6 for the gold medal.

athENS: Greece’s 
Olympiacos won the 
2023/24 UEFA Europa 
Conference League title, 
defeating Italy’s Fioren-
tina 1-0 in Athens.

Olympiacos forward 
Ayoub El Kaabi scored 
in the 115th minute of ex-
tra time, securing victory 
for the Reds of Piraeus at 
AEK Arena stadium on 
Wednesday.

This triumph marks the 
first European trophy in 
Olympiacos’ history and 
the first European title for 
any Greek football club.

“Olympiacos made 
history. A great evening 

for the club and the entire 
Greek football,” Greek 
Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis wrote on X.

When the referee blew 
the final whistle, Greek 
fans erupted in celebra-
tion both inside and out-
side the stadium. Thou-
sands had gathered in a 
central square of Piraeus 
to watch the final on giant 
screens set up by the mu-
nicipality.

Fiorentina, last season’s 
runners-up, on the other 
hand, failed to overcome 
their disappointment from 
Prague in 2023 when they 
lost 2-1 to West Ham.

duBaI: Ricky Ponting has re-
vealed his predictions for the top 
wicket-taker and leading run-scorer 
at the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2024. Two superstars Jasprit Bum-
rah and Travis Head Head have been 
handpicked by Ricky Ponting for 
glory at the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2024.

Among the bowlers, Ponting 
threw his weight behind Indian ace 
Bumrah, predicting the seamer to 
finish at the top of the wickets chart.

Bumrah comes off the back of 
a sensational IPL season, where he 
took 20 wickets in 13 games, con-
ceding runs at a miserly economy 
rate of 6.48 despite the large totals in 
the tournament.

“My leading wicket-taker for the 
tournament will be Jasprit Bumrah,” 
Ponting told The ICC Review.

“I just think an outstanding per-

former, contributor for a number of 
years now. He’s just come off an out-
standing IPL,” he said. “What he can 
do with the new ball, he swings the 
new ball, he has the seam up. But at 
the end, his economy rate at the end 
of the IPL was less than seven runs 
an over,” he said.

“He takes wickets. He does bowl 
a lot of the hard overs too. When you 
bowl the hard overs in T20 cricket, it 
gives you a chance to pick up a lot of 
wickets along the way. So, I’m going 
with him,” Ponting said.

The Australian legend chose to go 
with compatriot Travis Head as the 
top run-scorer in the upcoming tour-
nament. “My prediction for the lead-
ing run-scorer will be Travis Head,” 
Ponting said.

“I just think everything he’s done, 
whether it be red-ball or white-ball 
in the last couple of years, has been 

of the highest quality. I think he’s 
playing fearless cricket at the mo-
ment,” he said.

Head was injured at the start of the 
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup last 
year, but such was Australia’s faith 
in him that they carried the opener 
with the team until he was fit.

Head paid back on the confidence 
the team had in him with a roar-
ing ton against New Zealand in his 
comeback game in the tournament.

He finished the tournament with 
two hundreds and a fifty, averaging 
over 50 with the bat while striking at 
an amazing rate of 127.52.

He continued to display immense 
form in the ongoing IPL 2024 season, 
playing a pivotal role at the top of the 
order in Sunrisers Hyderabad’s run 
to the final. Head scored 567 runs in 
15 matches in the tournament so far 
at a rate of 191.55.

KaNNuR: A 19-
year-old youth Tahsin 
Mohammed Jamshid of 
Valappatnam of the dis-
trict has been selected in 
the 29-member Qatar na-
tional football squad to 
participate in the World 
Cup Qualifying round. He 
became the first player of 
Indian origin to be select-
ed for the Qatar national 
team.

Tahsin, a winger player 
will play for Qatar against 
his motherland India in the 
second match of the World 
Cup qualifying round on 
June 11 at Doha stadium. 
He will also play against 
Afghanistan on June 6 in 
their first match.

Tahsin’s father Jam-
shid and mother Shalima, 

hail from Thalassery and 
Valapatnam in the district. 
Jamshid, was employed 
as a Chief accountant in 
a company. Tahsin is the 
second son of the couple 
and they moved to Qatar 
several years back. Tahsin 
was born in Qatar, how-
ever, he holds an Indian 
passport and also took a 
temporary mission pass-
port of Qatar.

Tahasin entered the 
football team of Qatar in 
its youth team and later 
played for their under 
16,17 and 19 national 
teams. He was a member 
of Al Duhail team in Qa-
tar Star’s football league 
and played his debut 
match against Al Rayyan 
on March 31, 2024. 

thIRuvaNaNthaPuRaM: 
Kerala’s Innovative technology so-
lutions provider MERP Systems has 
signed an agreement with Muscat-
headquartered integrated telecom-
munication services leader Omantel 
to drive digital transformation initia-
tives across its various departments 
and subsidiaries by leveraging AI 
tools from Microsoft.

The strategic framework agree-

ment marks a significant milestone 
in the collaboration between 1996-
founded Omantel and MERP Sys-
tems that functions at Infopark Cher-
thala.

The aim is enhanced focus on 
operational efficiencies, improved 
customer service and developing 
new digital products in tune with the 
evolving needs of consumers and 
businesses in Oman.

The partnership focuses on digi-
tal innovation, using AI to improve 
data analysis, cloud computing and 
customer service. It will turn paper 
documents and digitized documents 
into searchable, organized data sets 
improving information reporting

This solution will greatly enhance 
the efficiency of organizations that 
depend heavily on forms and paper-
work to conduct their business.


