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NEW DELHI : The
Delhi High Court Friday
directed the Union
Government to establish
the National Fund for Rare
Diseases (NFRD) and allo-
cate a sum of Rs 974 crore
to the NFRD for the finan-
cial years 2024-25, and
2025-26. The Court noted
that the total amount allo-
cated for treating rare dis-
eases was Rs 402.67 crore
from 2017 to 2022, and the
amount spent was Rs
119.35 crore – indicating
under utilisation of funds.

The court of Justice

Prathiba Singh, dealing
with 106 petitions involv-
ing rare diseases, also said
that the National Rare
Diseases Committee
(NRDC), which was con-
stituted on May 15, 2023,
shall continue to function
for a further period of five
years with the ICMR
director general as chair-
person of the committee,
along with AIIMS profes-
sors Dr Nikhil Tandon and
Dr Madhulika Kabra,
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare secretary
or a nominee, and Drug

Controller General of India
as members.

Laying down the man-
date for the committee, the
Court outlined that the
committee shall continue
the identification and
recognition of rare dis-
eases, ensure that procure-
ment of drugs for the treat-
ment of rare diseases is
done at a reasonable and
affordable price as well as
negotiate prices for bulk
purchases, and monitor
and promote the develop-
ment of indigenous rare
disease drugs in India. The

NRDC shall also be the
overall authority for
receiving the proposals
from the centres of excel-
lence (COEs) for patients
who require
the rap ies / t rea tments ,
reviewing and assessing
the recommendations
made by CoEs, and, there-
after, approving the treat-
ments/therapy. The Court
also directed the govern-
ment to expand the exist-
ing number of COEs “con-
sidering patient density”.
As of 2023, there were 11
COEs across the country.

NCRD will also be respon-
sible for periodic reviews
of the Rare Diseases
Policy and make recom-
mendations to update or
refine the policy based on
emerging research, treat-
ments, and challenges
faced by patients and
healthcare providers.

“This Court expresses
confidence that once the
fund is created, over the
next few years, efforts
would be made to reduce
the price of drugs and
make them more accessi-
ble. In addition, crowd-

funding & CSR funding
would also bring in addi-
tional funds for tackling
rare diseases,” Justice
Singh said in the 235-page
verdict, disposing of the
petitions.

Granting 30 days’time
to transfer the said funds to
the NFRD by the min-
istries and authorities con-
cerned, the Court stipulat-
ed that the Union
Government “shall man-
date monthly progress
reviews of the NFRD to
ensure 100% fund utiliza-
tion.”
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Members of Left-
wing organisa-
tions take part in
a protest in sup-
port of
Palestinians
amid the ongo-
ing war in Gaza,
at Jantar
Mantar, in New
Delhi.

N E W D E L H I :
Starting October 7,
Gurgaon’s Ambience Mall
has said a separate pick-up
point will be reserved for
delivery agents, along with
a “well-ventilated seating
area and complimentary
beverages”. This comes
after Zomato founder and
CEO Deepinder Goyal
said he had posed as a
delivery executive and was
denied entry at the mall. In
a post on X on Sunday, he
said that staff had asked
him to take a staircase
instead of an elevator.

Arjun Gehlot, Director
of Ambience Group, stat-
ed, “At Ambience Mall,
we prioritise the comfort
of everyone — customers,
delivery partners, and

employees alike. In our
recent meeting with the
Zomato team, we intro-
duced a dedicated pick-up
point for delivery agents,
along with a well-ventilat-
ed seating area and com-
plimentary beverages to
enhance their waiting
experience. The Zomato
team appreciated these
quick improvements.
Guided by our motto,
‘spaces for million smiles’,

Ambience Mall is commit-
ted to making every inter-
action more comfortable
and pleasant for all.”

Goyal and his wife
Grecia Munoz have been
posing as delivery execu-
tives for the food delivery
application. 

Attached with his X
post was a video of him
being denied entry at the
main entrance after which
he had to take stairs to the

third floor. In the video, he
mentions that he tried to go
in again to make sure there
were no elevators for
delivery executives. “Took
the stairs to the third floor
to realise that delivery
partners can’t enter the
mall and have to wait at
the stairs to receive the
orders,” he said in the
video. Goyal, who was vis-
iting the mall to get a
delivery pick-up from
Haldiram’s, also wrote:
“During my second order,
I realised that we need to
work with malls more
closely to improve work-
ing conditions for all deliv-
ery partners. And malls
also need to be more
humane to delivery part-
ners.”

Zomato chief, posing as delivery exec, denied entry to
Gurgaon mall: Ambience Group now rolls out slew of changes
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In a post on X on Sunday, he said that staff had asked 

him to take a staircase instead of an elevator.


