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Built over the River Chenab, 
Jammu & Kashmir now 
boasts the world’s highest 
rail bridge. 

S R U S H T I  K U L K A R N I

T
HE annual Paruveta Festival — also known 
as the mock hunting festival, celebrated at 
the Sri Narasimha Swamy Temple in Aho-
bilam, Andhra Pradesh — is aiming for 
UNESCO recognition as an intangible cul-

tural heritage through the Indian National 
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH). 
The festival, which was being held this year 
from January 16 to February 29, is a unique 
tradition that symbolises communal harmony 
and cultural integration.

The temple, under the governance of  the 
600-year-old Ahobila Mutt through the guru 
parampara, has been a beacon of  Srivaish-
navism, promoting the rich cultural heritage 
among tribal communities. The festival in-
volves taking the deity from the temple’s sanc-
tum to the 32 Chenchu tribal hamlets around 
Ahobilam for a mandala of  40 days. The utsa-
vam begins with tribal individuals aiming 
their bows and shooting two arrows at the pa-
lanquin, symbolising reverence and their pro-
tective watch over the deity. The Sankranti 
Festival is celebrated on the day the deity 
reaches their hamlet. Unlike Paruveta rituals 
commonly conducted during Vijayadasami or 
Sankranti in other temples, Ahobilam’s 
Narasimha Deeksha celebration lasts for the 
entire mandala.

The festival holds significance not only for 
its cultural and spiritual aspects but also for 
its folklore. According to folklore, Lord Vish-
nu, in his Narasimha incarnation, wed Maha 
Lakshmi, incarnated as a tribal girl named 
Chenchulakshmi in Ahobilam, where 
Chenchu tribes honoured the god as their 
brother-in-law and invited him home for Ma-
kara Sankranti.

Ahobilam, situated in the Nallamala Forest 
and surrounded by the Eastern Ghats hills, is 
renowned as one of  the 108 Divya Desams  
a n d  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  wo r s h i p  
of  Narasimha, Vishnu’s lion-headed avatar. 
All nine Hindu temples and shrines in the 
area are dedicated to Lord Narasimha, mak-
ing it known as Nava Narasimha Kshetra. 
E a c h  o f  t h e  n i n e  f o r m s  o f  t h e  
god has its own temple, making this a signifi-
cant pilgrimage site for Hindus.

INTACH is working towards securing 
UNESCO certification for the Paruveta Festi-
val as it’s a living expression inherited from 
ancestors, passed on through generations and 
deeply rooted in the cultural fabric of  the 
Chenchu tribe and the wider community. The 
festival encompasses various elements of  in-
tangible cultural heritage, including social 
practices, rituals, events and traditional arts.

UNESCO’s recognition of  cultural heritage 
in India, such as the festivals of  Durga Puja, 
Kumbha Mela and Novruz, along with tradi-
tional crafts and dance forms, highlights the 
importance of preserving and promoting cul-
tural practices. 

Ahobilam is accessible by road. 
Nearest railhead: Giddalur (33 kms). 

Nearest airport: Kadapa (90 kms).

The festival holds significance not only 
for its cultural and spiritual aspects but 

also for its folklore of Lord Vishnu and 
his Narasimha incarnation

ANDHRA’S  
PARUVETA UTSAVAM 

AIMS TO SECURE 
UNESCO RECOGNITION

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 

M.I.DIVISION GANJAM NO-I,BERHAMPUR 
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE 

Bid Identification No. : Online Tender/18/GMID-1/2023-24 

Name of Work : Civil Construction Works

No of Work : 08(Eight) 

Estimated Cost : Varies from Rs 24.00 lakh to 
Rs 49.90 lakh 

Period of Completion : 06(Six) Calendar Month 

Date and Time of Sale and 
receipt of Bid-document online

: From 01.03.2024 at 10.00 
Hours to 07.03.2024 upto 
17:00 Hours

Date & time of opening of bids : 07.03.2024At 17:10 Hours 

Date & time of transparent lot-
tery if required

: 11.03.2024At 17:10 Hours

Name & Address of the Officer 
inviting Tender.

: Superintending Engineer, 
M.I.Division Ganjam-I, 
Berhampur.

Further Details can be seen from the website:https://www.
tendersodisha.gov.in. Any Addendum / Corrigendum / Cancellation of 
can also be seen in the said website. 

Sd /-
Superintending Engineer, 

M.I. Divn. , Ganjam-I, Berhampur 
OIPR-32104/11/0044/2324

A-1614


