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NCP joins NDA allies

such as Janata Dal

(United), Rashtriya

Lok Dal and Chirag

Paswan-led Lok

Janshakti Party (LJP)

in opposing the move. 

NEW DELHI : Joining the

chorus of other constituents of

ruling National Democratic

Alliance (NDA), Nationalist

Congress Party (NCP) on

Sunday said the Bharatiya

Janata Party-led Uttar Pradesh

government should take back

the orders issued to hotel and

eatery owners in the state

ahead of the Kanwar Yatra.

“These steps have been

taken for the first time in view

of the Kanwar Yatra. They

need amendment. The UP

government needs to take it

back,” Praful Patel, senior

NCP leader and Rajya Sabha

MP, said after attending the

all-party meeting in Delhi

ahead of the Budget session

that begins tomorrow.

NCP joins NDA allies such

as Janata Dal (United),

Rashtriya Lok Dal and Chirag

Paswan-led Lok Janshakti

Party (LJP) in opposing the

move. Last week, the Uttar

Pradesh government ordered

all eateries along the Kanwar

Yatra route, which primarily

falls in the Muzaffarnagar dis-

trict, to display the names of

their owners to avoid any

“confusion”. The order was

extended to the entire state.

“About 240 kilometres of

Kanwar Yatra route falls in the

district. All the eateries,

including hotels, dhabas and

carts, on the route have been

asked to display the names of

their proprietors or those

working on these shops,”

Muzaffarnagar police chief

Abhishek Singh said. “This

has been done to ensure that

there should be no confusion

among kanwariyas and no

law-and-order situation arises.

All are following this volun-

tarily,” he had told reporters

then. Justifying the move, V K

Mishra, in-charge of the

weights and measures depart-

ment of Meerut, said that as

per the Food Safety and

Standards Act, 2006, every

restaurant and dhaba ‘sancha-

lak’ (person running the eatery

unit) needed to display the

name of the firm, the owner’s

name and the licence number.

�Uttar Pradesh govt needs to take it back�: NCP joins

list of BJP allies opposing Kanwar Yatra order

MUMBAI : On
Sunday morning, Mumbai
woke to yet another day of
incessant downpours amid
an orange alert. After
recording over 100 mm of
rain for three consecutive
days, the city recorded 93
mm of rain between
Saturday and Sunday
morning, with the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) stating
that heavy rain is likely to
continue in isolated pock-
ets in the coming days.

In the past six hours,
Mumbai has been battered
with torrential downpours
with some areas recording
over 130 mm of rain. Data
furnished by the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation shows that
between 8 am and 2 pm,
most rain was recorded in
Trombay (142 mm), fol-
lowed by Ghatkopar
(132.6 mm), Mankhurd
(132 mm), Santacruz
(127.8 mm) and BKC (119
mm) among other areas.

The heavy downpour
has triggered waterlogging
in several locations, leav-
ing residents to wade
through ankle-length
waters. The Andheri sub-
way has been shut for traf-
fic. The civic body has
pressed water pumps into
service across other low-
lying areas like in the sub-
ways at Malad, Dahisar,
Mankhurd, Khar and
Poisar to prevent water-

logging.
Colaba crosses the

1000-mm rain mark
Coming along the heels of
the Santacruz station sur-
passing the 1,000-mm
mark, the Colaba observa-
tory too crossed the mark
in July by registering
1,044 mm rain on Sunday
morning.

IMD data showed that
between Saturday and
Sunday morning, its
Santacruz recording sta-
tion registered 93 mm of
rain even as the Colaba
coastal observatory only
recorded 22 mm of rain.
Meanwhile, records from
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation’s
automatic weather station
showed that the eastern
suburbs received the high-
est average at 72 mm, fol-
lowed by the island city
division (71 mm) and the
western suburbs (59 mm).
Since the onset of the
monsoon, the Colaba sta-
tion has received 1,551
mm of rain—1,044 mm of

it in July alone. The
Santacruz station recorded
1,580 mm rainfall between
June and now. Of this,
1,233 mm of rain has been
recorded in July.

Having already sur-
passed the 1,000-mm rain-
fall mark, Mumbai is
clocking in excess rainfall
this month, as the
Santacruz station records
855.7 mm and the Colaba
observatory 754 mm rain
on an average in July.
According to the IMD, the
city is in for a rainy week
ahead with a yellow alert
issued for Mumbai for the
period from Sunday to
Wednesday. The IMD has
stated that Mumbai and
Thane are likely to witness
heavy rain in isolated
pockets over the next few
days. For Raigad district,
meanwhile, the depart-
ment has issued an orange
alert (heavy to very heavy
rain) for the period from
Sunday to Tuesday.

43.4% water stock in
lakes With rain continuing

unabated, Mumbai’s lakes
have been replenishing
over the past few days.
The total stock in the
seven lakes catering to the
city’s water demands
touched 43.41 per cent—
amounting to 6.28 lakh
million litres—on Sunday
morning. This is marginal-
ly higher than last year,
when the stock remained
at 42.75 per cent on the
same day. In 2022, mean-
while, the lake levels had
soared to nearly 89 per
cent during the same peri-
od. Earlier, the Tulsi lake,
which is the smallest of
the seven, started over-
flowing on Saturday
morning. When 100 per
cent full, the lake has a
total live storage capacity
of 8,046 million litres, and
it provides 18 million
litres of water to Mumbai
per day. Mumbai wit-
nessed 23 tree collapses as
well as 10 short circuits
between Saturday and
Sunday, with the most
cases reported from the
BMC’s city division. No
casualties were reported,
according to officials.
During the same period,
four partial house collaps-
es were reported, one of
them claiming the life of a
70-year-old passerby and
injuring four people when
portions of a century-old
MHADA cess building in
Grant Road collapsed on
Saturday.

Parts of Mumbai receive over 130 mm of rain
in 6 hours as incessant downpour continues

MUMBAI : The BJP
will hold a day-long con-
clave in Pune on Sunday,
where strategies for the
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in Maharashtra will be
discussed. The Pune con-
clave comes shortly after
the party held a two-day
core committee meeting in
Mumbai, where it reviewed
all the 288 Assembly con-
stituencies in the state. The
BJP will also hold a meet-
ing with the RSS next week
to ensure greater coordina-
tion in the Assembly polls.

“The conclave in Pune
will be attended by 5,300
delegates,” state BJP presi-
dent Chandrashekhar
Bawankule said.

A political resolution
will be discussed and adopt-
ed at the conclave. The con-
clave will have two ses-
sions. At the end of the first
session, Union minister
Nitin Gadkari will address
the delegates. Post lunch,
Deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis will explain the
policies and programmes
undertaken by the state gov-

ernment to reach out to the
middle-class, women,
youths and farmers. By
holding the conclave in
Pune, the BJP wants to con-
vey a bold message that it is
pulling out all stops in
Western Maharashtra, the
sugar belt which has
remained a Congress-NCP
bastion. Western
Maharashtra with 12 Lok
Sabha seats and 72
Assembly seats is critical
for the BJP. Last year, it
split the NCP and embraced
the Ajit Pawar-led faction
hoping to make deeper
inroads. Unfortunately, it
did not succeed in the Lok
Sabha polls. 

Assembly poll prepara-
tions: BJP to hold day-long
conclave in Pune today
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Thirty-seven cases of tree collapses, short circuits

and wall collapses reported in 24 hours in Mumbai.


