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NEW DELHI : A day
after a major fire broke out
at the Ghazipur landfill,
Delhi minister Gopal Rai
sought a detailed report
from the Principal
Secretary, Environment
and Forest, on the blaze
and the steps taken to
douse it. Efforts to douse
the fire at the landfill,
which is one of the city’s
three garbage dumpsites,
were still underway on
Monday.

Rai, who holds the
environment portfolio in
the Delhi cabinet, has
directed the principal sec-
retary to submit the report
within 48 hours.

The Delhi minister has

asked for the report to
include the cause of the
fire, the immediate steps
taken to put it out, and
compliance of guidelines
issued in previous years to
prevent such landfill fires.
Rai has also said that the
report should include an
action plan to prevent such
incidents in the future. The
Ghazipur landfill had wit-
nessed a blaze in June last
year, with fire incidents
being reported at the

garbage site in 2022 as
well. These fires have, in
the previous years, been
attributed to methane
emissions generated by the
decomposition of organic
or biodegradable waste
dumped at the landfill.
Methane is a combustible
gas.

The dumpsite covers a
total area of 75.08 acres,
according to a drone sur-
vey done by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi

(MCD) in 2022. It is the
city’s largest in terms of
the quantity of waste
dumped and had around
84.05 lakh tonnes of waste
at the site  as of January
this year, as per data made
available by the Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC). The
landfill also continues to
receive fresh waste, while
the processing of legacy or
old waste dumped at the
site is underway. 

Delhi Environment Minister Gopal Rai seeks
detailed report on Ghazipur landfill fire

NEW DELHI : More
than 17 hours after a fire
broke out at the Ghazipur
landfill site in east Delhi
on Sunday, fire-fighters
are still at the site battling
hard to douse the flames,
said fire officials.

The blaze is currently
ongoing and six fire ten-
ders are currently at the
spot, said Atul Garg, Delhi
Fire Services Chief.

The fire broke out at
5.20 pm on Sunday and
police had cordoned off
the area to ensure no per-
son could enter the vicini-
ty of the landfill, officials
said, adding that the blaze
could not be extinguished
despite overnight opera-
tions. The reason behind
the fire was said to be dry
weather and heat, said
officials.

Fire incidents were ear-
lier reported at the
garbage site at Ghazipur
in 2022.

17 hours on, fire

continues at

Delhi�s Ghazipur

landfill site

Delhi High Court dismisses PIL seeking extraordinary
interim bail for CM Arvind Kejriwal, imposes Rs 75k costs

NEW DELHI : The Delhi
High Court on Monday
sought the CBI’s stand in a
plea moved by Harsh
Mander and an organisa-
tion led by him, Centre for
Equity Studies (CES),
seeking the quashing of an
FIR registered against
them, for alleged violation
of the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA).
A single judge bench of
Justice Vikas Mahajan
issued notice to the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), sought a status
report from the agency and

listed the matter for hear-
ing on August 29.
During the hearing, the
CBI’s counsel said that no
coercive action would be
taken against Mander and
the CSE till the next date
of hearing. While making
the oral submission, the
counsel requested the court
not to take the same on
record. 
On January 31, the CBI
registered a case against
the organisation and
Mander, chairperson-cum-
secretary of the organisa-
tion, had reported.

Delhi HC seeks CBI�s stand in plea by
Harsh Mander, Centre for Equity Studies

against FIR on alleged FCRA violation
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Delhi HC to hear CM Kejriwal’s plea
against summons by ED on May 15
NEW DELHI : The

Delhi High Court on
Monday granted time to
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal to respond to the
Enforcement Directorate’s
reply filed in his plea chal-
lenging the summonses
issued to him by the agency
and the validity and inter-
pretation of certain provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). A division bench
of Justice Suresh Kumar
Kait and Justice Manoj Jain
granted two weeks to the
CM to file his rejoinder to
the ED’s reply. The matter
is next listed on May 15.

The agency’s counsel
said that the petition has
become infructuous as
Kejriwal has already been
arrested by the agency in
the money laundering case.
He said the CM had chal-
lenged his arrest by the ED
which was dismissed by the
high court and the appeal is
currently pending in the
Supreme Court.
Meanwhile, the senior
counsel appearing for
Kejriwal said he would
file a rejoinder to the ED’s
stand, arguing that the
“initial action” taken by
the agency was not as per
law. On March 21, the
division bench had said

that “at this stage” it is “not
inclined” to grant any inter-
im relief to Kejriwal, while
hearing his application
seeking protection from
any coercive action.
Pursuant to the hearing,
Kejriwal was arrested by
the agency late on March
21 in the excise policy
case. He was subsequently
sent to judicial custody
which was extended from
time to time and now ends
on April 23.

The plea seeks that
Section (2)(s) of the PMLA
be declared as “ultravires,
unconstitutional and arbi-
trary insofar to the extent
that it is construed to
include a political party
within its ambit and sweep”
or in alternative seeks read-

ing down of the provision.
Section 2(s) refers to the
definition of ‘person’ under
the PMLA.

Meanwhile, a single
judge bench of Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma had
on April 9 dismissed
Kejriwal’s plea against his
arrest by the ED and the
subsequent remand (also in
the excise policy case),
after noting there was “suf-
ficient material” with the
agency for his arrest and
remand. The single judge
bench had said that the
“cumulative effect of mate-
rial collected by the ED so
far” on Kejriwal’s alleged
role reflected the ED’s
“reasons to believe” that he
was “guilty of offence of
money laundering”, and the
need to interrogate, con-
front him with witnesses
statement and other materi-
al, coupled with his con-
duct of not joining investi-
gation after being served
nine summons in a six-
month period, “necessitat-
ed” his arrest.

Devotees
take part in
the Sri
Meenakshi
Sundareswar
ar Temple
car festival
being held
on the 11th
day of the
Chithirai fes-
tival, in
Madurai.

The PIL for Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal was moved by a fourth-year law student under
the title "We, the People of India" who claimed that he did not want any fame, gain or money.

NEW DELHI : The
Delhi High Court
Monday dismissed a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) petition seeking
“extraordinary interim
bail” for Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal in all
the criminal cases regis-
tered against him, and
imposed Rs 75,000 costs
on the petitioner.

Kejriwal was arrested
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
March 21 in a money
laundering case concern-
ing the now-scrapped
Delhi excise policy. The
PIL was moved by a
fourth-year law student
under the title “We, the
People of India”, stating
that he used the title
because he did not want
any fame, gain or
money. The plea sought
interim bail for the chief
minister in all cases
including those by the
ED which are pending

inquiry or trial, till com-
pletion of his tenure or
till the completion of the
trials, whichever is earli-
er. A division bench of
Acting Chief Justice
Manmohan and Justice
Manmeet Pritam Singh
Arora said, “This court
is of the view that the
present writ petition is
not maintainable as
respondent no. 5
(Kejriwal) is in judicial

custody in pursuance to
judicial orders which
have not been chal-
lenged in the present
writ petition. Further
this court in writ juris-
diction cannot grant
extraordinary interim
bail in pending criminal
cases initiated against a
person holding high
office. It is important to
bear in mind the concept
of equality and basic

tenet of rule of law – be
ever so high the law is
above it… This is imper-
ative to retain public
confidence in the
Constitution of India”.
The bench was of the
view that the petitioner
claims to be the custodi-
an and representative of
people of India which is
nothing but a “fanciful
claim which is devoid of
any basis”. 


