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RUSSIA’S NUCLEAR FORCES ON ALERT TO WEST’S THREAT: PUTIN
MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin on Thursday warned his 
nuclear forces were “always” 
on alert and added that Mos-
cow would not tolerate any 
Western threats, during an ad-
dress on the annual Victory 
Day parade.

In a defiant speech on Red 

Square before thousands of  sol-
diers dressed in ceremonial at-
tire, Putin heaped praise on his 
army fighting in Ukraine and 
accused “Western elites” of  fo-
menting conflicts around the 
world.

“Russia will do everything to 
prevent a global clash, but at 
the same time we will not allow 
anyone to threaten us. Our 

strategic forces are always on 
alert,” Putin told the crowd. 
“Dear friends, Russia is now 
going through a difficult, cru-
cial period. The fate of  the 
Motherland, its future depends 
on each of  us,” he said.

The May 9 parade marks the 
Soviet Union’s defeat of  Nazi 
Germany in World War II and 
has become Russia’s most im-

portant public holiday as Putin 
puts the country firmly on a 
combat footing.

Putin has used nuclear rhet-
oric throughout the conflict but 
has grown increasingly bellig-
erent since last year, pulling 
out of  a nuclear test ban treaty 
and a key arms reduction 
agreement with the United 
States. Earlier this week, he or-

dered the Russian military to 
hold nuclear drills involving 
the navy and troops based near 
Ukraine, raising fears he could 
use the powerful weapons on 
the battlefield. Putin has turned 
the Victory day into a  pillar of  
his nearly quarter-century in 
power and a justification of  his 
move into Ukraine.

Even though few veterans of  

what Russia calls the Great Pa-
triotic War are still alive 79 
years after Berlin fell to the Red 
Army, the victory over Nazi 
Germany remains the most im-
portant and widely revered 
symbol of  the country’s prow-
ess and a key element of  na-
tional identity. Thursday’s fes-
tivities across Russia, led by 
Putin who this week began his 

fifth term in office. The Soviet 
Union lost about 27 million peo-
ple in the war, an estimate that 
many historians consider con-
servative, scarring virtually 
every family. 

Since coming to power on the 
last day of  1999, he has made 
May 9 an important part of  his 
agenda, featuring displays of  
military might.  AP/AFP

1 year jail term
Awarded to former Fijian PM Frank Bainimarama for 
attempting to pervert the course of justice
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Israeli jets bomb Rafah 
despite US warnings
RAFAH

SMOKE rose from strikes on 
Gaza’s crowded southern city of  
Rafah Thursday after US Presi-
dent Joe Biden vowed to stop 
supplying artillery shells and 
other weapons to Israel if  a fulls-
cale offensive into the city goes 
ahead.

It was the starkest warning 
yet from the United States, Isra-
el’s main military provider, over 
the civilian impact of  its war 
against Hamas Palestinian 
militants.

An AFP correspondent and 
witnesses on Thursday reported 
strikes on several parts of  Ra-
fah, where the United Nations 
said 1.4 million people were 
sheltering.

“The tanks and jets are strik-
ing,” Tarek Bahlul said on a de-
serted Rafah street. “Every 
minute you hear a rocket and 
you don’t know where it will 
land.” Israel has already defied 
international objections by 
sending in tanks and conducting 
what it called “targeted raids” in 
eastern Rafah, the city it says is 
home to Hamas’s last remaining 
battalions.

In an interview with CNN on 
Wednesday, Biden warned he 
would stop some US weapons 
supplies to Israel if  it carried 
out its long-threatened major 
Rafah ground offensive.

Israel on Thursday called Bi-

den’s comments “very disap-
pointing”. Biden told CNN: “If  
they go into Rafah, I’m not sup-
plying the weapons that have 
been used... to deal with the cit-
ies... We’re not gonna supply the 
weapons and the artillery shells 
that have been used.”

But Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu appeared 
defiant. “If  we have to stand 
alone, we will stand alone. If  
we need to, we will fight with 
our fingernails. But we have 
much more than fingernails,” 
he said.

Asked about Israel’s action al-
ready in Rafah, Biden said “they 
haven’t gone in the population 
centres”.

Ties between the allies have 
become increasingly strained as 
Biden and other top Washington 
officials criticise Israel over its 
conduct of  the war.

Israel’s military spokesman 
Rear Admiral Daniel Hagari 
was asked at a news conference 
whether the army can conduct 
the operation without the US 
arms. “The army has arma-
ments for the missions it plans, 
and for the missions in Rafah 
too, we have what we need,’ 
Hagari said.

The United Nations agency 
for Palestinian refugees, UN-
RWA, said Thursday 80,000 peo-
ple have fled Rafah since Mon-
day, but “nowhere is safe”. AP

Netanyahu says his country will stand alone in its war against Hamas 

A displaced man folds his tent as he prepares to flee to a safer area in Rafah in the 
southern Gaza Strip on Thursday |  AFP
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