
Kalaburagi 
airport gets hoax
bomb threat
KALABURAGI (Karnataka), June

24 (PTI) 

THE Kalaburagi airport
received a bomb threat
via email on Monday
which turned out to be a
hoax after a thorough
search operation.

Bomb disposal and dog
squads were immediately
pressed into action on the
airport premises.

Kalaburagi Police
Commissioner Chethan R
told PTI that the Airport
Director Chilaka Mahesh
received an email from an
anonymous ID on
Monday morning claim-
ing that explosives have
been planted inside the
airport premises.

“As soon as we received
information about a
bomb threat email at
Kalaburagi domestic air-
port, a bomb disposal
squad was dispatched. All
the passengers on the
flight (which landed from
Bengaluru) were de-
boarded,” he said.

All the airport staff and
passengers were shifted to
a safer place while an
intensive and thorough
search operation was car-
ried out, he said. 

After hours of search
operation, the police
declared that the threat
was a hoax as no “suspi-
cious” object was found.

2 killed as 
structure 
collapses in steel
plant
BHUBANESWAR, June 24 (PTI) 

TWO workers were killed
and a few others injured
as a mechanical structure
of a private steel company
collapsed and fell on
them in Odisha’s
Dhenkanal district on
Monday, a police officer
said.

The mishap took place
at Rungta Mines Ltd
(Dhenkanal Steel Plant)
located at Jhadabandha in
Dhenkanal district. Soon
after the incident, a res-
cue operation was
launched.

“As per the preliminary
report, two workers died
and a few others were
injured in the incident.
Police have reached the
spot and an inquiry will
be conducted into the
incident,” Dhenkanal SP
Madkar Sandeep Sampat
told PTI over the phone.

The deceased workers
have not yet been identi-
fied. It is suspected that
the workers are from oth-
er states, police sources
said. 

Scuffle breaks
out between 2
groups in Raj
JAIPUR, June 24 (PTI) 

A SCUFFLE broke out
between some youths
playing cricket and others
holding an RSS ‘shakha’
meeting at a park in
Rajasthan’s Bhilwara as
police personnel were to
control the situation.

A person was detained
after a large group gath-
ered at the spot demand-
ing action against cul-
prits, they said.

Additional police force
from different police sta-
tions were deployed to
pacify the protesters, 
they added.

“One person has been
detained on the FIR regis-
tered by a member of the
Hindu community. No
untoward incident hap-
pened. Force has been
deployed in the area to
maintain law and order
situation,” Additional SP
Vimal Singh Nehra said.

The incident happened
in Bhimganj police station
area where RSS volunteers
were holding a ‘shakha’ at
a park. 

BRIEFS

RAIPUR �� Tuesday �� June 25 �� 2024 NATION 7TheHitavada

NEW DELHI, June 24 (PTI) 

AS G20 Finance Ministers prepare to
consider a wealth tax on the super-rich
next month, a survey has revealed that
68 per cent of people in these coun-
tries, including 74 per cent in India, sup-
port the idea to address global hunger,
inequality and climate crisis.

The survey by the Earth4All initiative
and Global Commons Alliance covered
22,000 citizens in the world’s largest
economies.

The proposal for a levy on the super-
rich has been under discussion since
at least 2013 with international support
on the issue growing over the years.
Brazil, the current President of the G20,
aims to build consensus on the taxa-
tion of wealth and is likely to push for
a joint declaration at a meeting of G20
Finance Ministers in July.

Gabriel Zucman, a French economist
and a key influencer behind Brazil’s
G20 proposal for progressive interna-

tional taxation to promote tax justice,
will release a report on Tuesday, out-
lining how “a global minimum tax on
the ultra-rich” could work and how
much it could raise.

According to Zucman, the super-rich
pay significantly less tax than the ordi-
nary people. The proposal aims to estab-
lish a new international standard:
Billionaires in every country would be
required to pay at least 2 per cent of
their wealth in taxes annually.

Owen Gaffney, co-lead of Earth4All,
said, “Indians want a giant leap on cli-
mate and nature -- 68 per cent demand
dramatic reforms across all economic
sectors within the next decade. This is
a strong mandate for planetary stew-
ardship that cannot be ignored.”
Seventy-four per cent of Indians sup-
port taxing wealth. Tax on high incomes
and corporations to fund climate ini-
tiatives alongside a ‘polluter pays’
approach with income redistribution
are also strongly supported, he said.

CHENNAI, June 24 (PTI) 

A BJP delegation led by its State
chief K Annamalai on Monday
met Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi, seeking a CBI probe into
the Kallakurichi hooch tragedy
that left 56 people dead.

In a post on ‘X,’ Annamalai
claimed that 60 lives have been
lost due to the tragedy and also
urged Ravi to direct Chief
Minister M K Stalin to drop his
Cabinet colleague S
Muthusamy, who holds the
Prohibition and Excise portfo-
lio, holding him “responsible”
for the episode.

He accused the ruling DMK
of “not being so bothered”
about the issue of “increased
availability” of ganja and illic-
it arrack in the last three years
and “this has led to a big sus-
picion.” “Due to this careless-
ness of the DMK Government,
we have lost 60 lives to illicit
arrack in Kallakurichi. Today,
we met Governor R N Ravi seek-
ing a CBI enquiry to probe who
is behind the sale of illicit
arrack,” Annamalai said.

Further, the CM had not tak-
en any action against Minister
Muthusamy “despite so many
loss of lives” which has led to

many questions among the
people, he said.

“We also requested the
Governor to insist to the Chief
Minister to remove the
Prohibition and Excise
Minister,” Annamalai added.

The BJP delegation includ-
ed former TN BJP chief and ex-
Governor of Telangana,
Tamilisai Soundararajan. 

Meanwhile, AIADMK
General Secretary Edappadi K
Palaniswami on Monday said
that Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin has an obligation to
give an explanation for the spu-
rious liquor tragedy in

Kallakurichi that claimed over
50 lives and said “time will soon
come” for the Chief Minister
to reply. Leading a massive
State-wide protest against the
ruling DMK dispensation from
here, Palaniswami, a former
Chief Minister, said the people’s
state of disorder and the tur-
bulent scenes being witnessed
in Karunapuram over the dis-
tilling and sale of spurious
liquor, deserved a response
from the Chief Minister.

He said his party cadres were
prevented throughout Tamil
Nadu from participating in the
protests .

MORIGAON (Assam), June 24 (PTI) 

AROUND 1,500 families who
had settled illegally on forest
and railway land have been
asked to clear the area in
Assam’s Morigaon district. 

The families, comprising
around 10,000 people, had set-
tled on Government land in
Silbhanga village in Jagiroad,
District Commissioner
Devashish Sarma told 
reporters here.

“A notice was served to the
people of the area on June 12
asking them to clear the land
within ten days, and most of
them have complied,” he said.

Some families have children
who are appearing for differ-

ent examinations. They have
asked for more time, and “as a
humanitarian gesture, we have
decided to make arrangements
for their stay till the exams are
over,” Sarma added.

“The administration is keen
to ensure the clearance of the
land without the use of force
or demolition of structures. We
held talks with the people, and
they have agreed to do so with
nearly 80 per cent of them
already shifting their belong-
ings from the encroached
land,” Sarma said.

Sarma visited the area dur-
ing the day to ensure no unto-
ward incidents took place.
Security forces have also been
deployed.

NEW DELHI, June 24 (PTI) 

WATER Minister Atishi said she
would continue her indefinite
hunger strike, which entered
the fourth day on Monday,
despite adverse health effects
until Haryana released the
“rightful share of Delhi’s water.”

“My blood pressure and sug-
ar levels are dropping and my
weight has gone down. Ketone
level is very high which can
have harmful effects in the long
run. No matter how much my
body suffers, I will continue
the fast till Haryana releases
water,” she said.

The Delhi Minister said she
was medically examined by
doctors on Sunday. The
Minister claimed Haryana has
reduced Delhi’s share in

Yamuna water by 100 million
gallons per day (MGD) for the
last three weeks.

The 100 MGD less water has
caused a shortage, affecting 28
lakh people in Delhi, she said.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena after a meeting with
the AAP delegation on Sunday
said Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini has assured
to look into whether his state
can provide extra water to the
city. Meanwhile, Delhi Cabinet
Ministers have written a letter
to Prime Narendra Modi and
urged him to resolve the water
crisis in the national capital on
a priority basis.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Delhi Cabinet Ministers
said Atishi’s indefinite fast has
entered the fourth day and her

health is deteriorating.
The Ministers held a meet-

ing at the hunger strike site in
Jangpura’s Bhogal, where they
decided to write a letter to the
Prime Minister seeking a solu-
tion to the issue.

“We also invite Delhi Lt
Governor V K Saxena, all offi-
cers to Wazirabad, Bawana to
see the readings of flow metres
and see the water levels of the
river there. Data is available for
the water released by Haryana
and they can see for themselves
how the water has reduced,”
he said. 

Asserting that Delhi should
get its due share of water, the
Minister announced that in the
evening, a candle light march
will be carried out in support
of Atishi’s indefinite fast.

Officials examine Delhi Minister Atishi during her indefinite hunger strike at Bhogal over the ongoing water
crisis in the national capital in New Delhi on Monday. (PTI)

SHIMLA, June 24 (ANI) 

THE Comptroller and Auditor
General of India inaugurated
the ‘Chadwick House:
Navigating Audit Heritage’
Museum at Shimla on Monday,
marking a significant milestone
in the preservation and cele-
bration of the institution’s rich
heritage and contribu-
tions to the nation’s gov-
ernance.

The museum, locat-
ed at Chadwick House,
has been developed
into a state-of-the-art
facility that showcases
the evolution, achieve-
ments, and milestones
of the institution of
CAG. Chadwick House,
a significant landmark
in Shimla, boasts a rich

and extensive history. Its his-
torical significance is further
highlighted by Mahatma
Gandhi’s stay in 1946 during his
visit to Shimla for the Cabinet
Mission. 

Post-Independence, in 1950,
a training school for the Indian
Audit and Accounts Service was
started here. With the training

establishment moving,
Chadwick House gradually fell
into disrepair. Without proper
care and maintenance, it was
on the brink of demolition in
2018. 

At that juncture, the Supreme
Audit Institution of India
stepped in to safeguard its her-
itage. 

CHANDIGARH, June 24 (PTI) 

MAINTAINING that it will pro-
vide “significant benefits” in
employment for the OBC cat-
egory, Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Sunday
announced an increase in
annual income limit for creamy
layer from Rs 6 lakh to Rs 8 lakh.

Saini was addressing a gath-
ering at ‘OBC Morcha Sarv
Samaj Samrasta Sammelan’
held in Gurugram.

The move comes months
before Haryana Assembly polls
likely to be held in October.

“With the key aim of ensur-
ing the welfare of the OBC
community in Haryana and
providing substantial benefits
to the youth in Government
jobs, Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh today made a
series of pivotal announce-

ments,” an official statement
said.

The Chief Minister also
announced that the reserva-
tion for the backward classes
in Group-A and Group-B posts,
currently at 15 per cent, will be
increased to 27 per cent, “in line
with the Central Government’s
policy.” Besides this, the back-
log of vacancies for backward
class in Group-A and B cate-
gory jobs will be filled on a pri-
ority basis, with preparations
underway for a special recruit-
ment drive, he said.

While speaking as the chief
guest at the event, Saini
announced that the annual
income limit for creamy layer
which currently is Rs 6 lakh has
now been increased to Rs 8
lakh. The move will provide sig-
nificant benefits in employ-
ment for the OBC community,

he said, as per the statement.
The CM said that this

increased limit will be imple-
mented in state Government
jobs. Saini said it is a matter of
pride that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is fully vigilant
about protecting the interests
of the OBC community.

The CM said that over the
past 10 years, the 
Government has fulfilled its
responsibility to benefit the
OBC community at every lev-
el in Haryana.

Saini also said the Haryana
Government is supporting the
education of OBC children by
providing scholarships rang-
ing from Rs 12,000 to Rs 20,000
to ensure quality education.

The Government is also
focusing on the skill develop-
ment of the OBC community,
he said.

TN BJP delegation meets Governor,
seeks CBI probe into hooch tragedy

1,500 families evicted
from Govt land in Assam 

Atishi vows to continue fast until Haryana releases Delhi’s share of water

Haryana CM announces hike in income limit
for creamy layer of OBC to Rs 8 lakh

74 pc Indians back taxing super-rich to address
global inequality, climate change, shows survey

CAG inaugurates India’s 1st audit 
heritage museum in Shimla

BENGALURU, June 24 (PTI) 

THE Karnataka High Court has reduced
the sentence of an accused in a POC-
SO Act case from life imprisonment to
10 years, emphasising the need for valid
reasons when imposing the maximum
penalty. The accused, a 27-year-old man
from Chikkamagaluru, had his appeal
partially allowed by a division bench
consisting of Justices Sreenivas Harish
Kumar and C M Joshi. However, the
court increased his fine from Rs 5,000
to Rs 25,000.

The case involved the accused

befriending and repeatedly sexually
assaulting a minor girl in his neigh-
bourhood in June 2016. The girl’s moth-
er filed a complaint in December 2016
after finding that her daughter was preg-
nant. A DNA test confirmed the accused
as the biological father. The police reg-
istered an FIR and filed a chargesheet
following their investigation. 

On June 11, 2018, a special court in
the district headquarters town of
Chikkamagaluru sentenced the accused
to life imprisonment under Section 6
of the POCSO Act and imposed a Rs 5,000
fine after finding him guilty.

Citing lack of justification for maximum 
penalty, HC reduces lifer in POCSO case


