
CMYK  +

MUMBAI : The work of
aligning the Gopal Krishna
Gokhale bridge with the
adjoining CD Barfiwala fly-
over in Andheri will be
taken up without demolish-
ing the latter. The develop-
ment came Monday evening
after a delegation of experts
from IIT-Bombay submitted
its report to BMC, after car-
rying out a field visit last
week. The civic officials
also maintained that the
work of aligning the two
bridges will be taken up in
monsoon, when usually all
the civil and infrastructure
works are stalled for a four-
month period. This is done
to ensure that the portion of
the bridge, where vehicular
movement has been started,
could be aligned with the
Barfiwala flyover by the end
of 2024, officials said. “The
process of aligning the two

structures will mainly
involve a process of lifting
the span of the existing
Barfiwala Flyover and
recasting them so that the
carriageways of the two
bridges are aligned in a way.
This process will not require
demolition and construction
works. Therefore, it could be
executed very smoothly
even during monsoon,” said
a senior official.

BMC authorities have
already written a letter to the
Election Commission of
India (ECI’s) office seeking
approval for the same.
Earlier, in a report submitted
to BMC, the Veermata
Jijabai Technological
Institute (VJTI) had recom-
mended that since the
Barfiwala Flyover is in a
good condition, there is no
requirement of demolishing
it entirely.

Following this, the civic
authorities approached IIT-
Bombay seeking a second
technical opinion which
came on Wednesday after-
noon.

“According to a technical
report submitted by VJTI,
this process would take
around 90 days therefore,
we are targeting to align at
least the northern side of the
two arms by the end of this
year,” the official added.
The Barfiwala Flyover was
constructed in 2008 and
would originate from Juhu
and connect with the north-
south arms of the old
Gokhale Bridge, which has
been in existence since
1960. The latter was demol-
ished in 2022 and a new
bridge was constructed in its
place, which was opened for
vehicular movement on
February, 26 this year.

Barfiwala flyover won’t be razed
for alignment work, says BMC

The six other accused in
the 1988 murder were
convicted and sentenced
to life imprisonment. 

MUMBAI : The
Manickpur police in
Maharashtra on
Wednesday arrested a 55-
year-old man who was
wanted in a murder case
and had been on the run
for 36 years from the
Vasai area.

According to the
police, on November 30,
1988, one Sameer Akbar
Ali, a Navghar resident,
was murdered over a
business rivalry by seven
people, including the
arrested accused Clement
Simon Lobo alias Munna.
The killers dumped the
body in bushes and fled
as the Vasali police regis-
tered a murder case. Six
of the accused were

arrested, but Munna
escaped to Bahrain. Years
later, he returned and
started living in Vasai
with a new identity, said a
police officer.

Munna’s name caught
the attention of Manikpur
police, who were carry-
ing out a special drive
against wanted accused
on the orders of zonal
Deputy Commissioner of
Police Pournima
Chugule-Shringi.

Senior Inspector Raju
Mane received specific
inputs that a murder
accused was hiding in
Vasai. Following this, a
police team arrested
Munna from his house in
Vasai. Munna told the
police that he was 19
years old when he had
attacked Ali along with
others over a business
dispute. 

On run for 36 years, murder
accused arrested from Vasai

MUMBAI :
Observing that the
Maharashtra government
has “the wherewithal to
take lightning decisions”
and the so-called admin-
istrative difficulties due
to elections cannot come
in its way, the Bombay
High Court on Thursday
asked Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde to consid-
er extending benefits to
the family of martyred
Major Anuj Sood within
a week.

The court said that an
expedited positive deci-
sion with a ‘large heart’
will “bring laurels” to the
CM for helping the kin of
the officer who sacrificed
his life for the country.

The court was hearing
a plea by Aakriti Sood,
the widow of late Major
Anuj Sood, which stated
that Sood was entitled to
the benefits, including
monthly allowances,
under the policy of the
state government as per
two Government
Resolutions of 2019 and
2020. On March 14, the
bench of Justices
Kulkarni and Firdosh P
Pooniwalla had asked the

state to consider Sood’s
plea as a ‘special case’.

Major Sood laid down
his life on May 2, 2020,
while rescuing civilian
hostages from terrorist
hideouts. He was award-
ed Shaurya Chakra. After
a government lawyer
sought four-week time to
take a decision citing ‘so-
called’ administrative
difficulties of some high-
er level officers of its
General Administration
Department (GAD)
being unavailable due to
ensuing elections, the
bench said the time
sought was ‘too long.’

“This is not accept-
able. It cannot be delayed
for secretarial reasons.
You (government) can
move proposals
overnight and lightning
decisions happen, we
know that. There should

be a positive decision. It
will bring laurels to the
Chief Minister that he
has helped an officer who
has sacrificed life for the
country,” Justice Girish S
Kulkarni-led bench oral-
ly remarked. “You
impress upon officers
that it is an important
decision. It is more
important in current
times. This kind of pro-
posal should not be even
delayed for a day. In fact
Maharashtra should be
proud of such persons.
We should have a large
heart. As it is, we are the
only state in the country
with the word ‘Maha
(great or large)’ in it,”
Justice Kulkarni told the
government lawyer.

Aakriti Sood, through
senior advocate Ashutosh
Kumbhakoni and advo-
cate Sneha S Bhange,

had said the family has a
house in Maharashtra
and always intended to
settle in the state and
documents showed his
willingness to reside in
Pune. However, the
state’s communication of
August, 2020 conveyed
that Major Anuj Sood
could not be given the
benefits as the criteria
was that the person
should be a domicile of
Maharashtra for 15 years
or be born in the state.

After the government
lawyer on March 28 sub-
mitted that the decision
could not be taken due to
ensuing polls, the bench
had expressed disagree-
ment and had said the
election code of conduct
should not come in the
way of the said decision.

On Thursday,
Assistant Government
Pleader PJ Gavhane sub-
mitted an April 1 letter
by Assistant Secretary of
GAD stating that the
decision was not taken
due to ‘administrative
difficulties’ and added
that the government,
however, was ‘serious’
about the issue.

‘State has wherewithal to take lightning decisions, poll

can’t come in way of giving benefits to martyr’s kin’
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FRIDAY: 05-04-2024 3SUSHILA TIMES- SURAT

MUMBAI : For the
convenience of passen-
gers and with a view to
clear extra rush of pas-
sengers, Western
Railway has extended the
trips of 09057/09058
Udhna - Mangaluru
Special Train on Special
Fare.

According to a press
release issued by Shri
Sumit Thakur – Chief
Public Relations Officer
of Western Railway,
details of these trains are
as under:

·        Train No.
09057/09058 Udhna –
Mangaluru Bi - weekly
Special:

Train No.
09057 Udhna -
Mangaluru Special
which was earlier noti-
fied up to 03rd April,

2024 has been extended
up to 05th June, 2024.

Train No. 09058
Mangaluru – Udhna
Special which was earlier
notified up to 04th April,
2024 has been extended
up to 06th June, 2024.

Enroute the above
train will halt Valsad,
Vapi, Palghar, Vasai
Road, Panvel, Roha,
Mangaon, Khed,
Chiplun, Sawarda,
Sangameshwar Road,

Ratnagiri, Rajapur Road,
Vaibhavwadi Road,
Kankavali, Sindhudurg,
Kudal, Sawantwadi
Road, Thivim, Karmali,
Madgaon, Canacona,
Karwar, Ankola,
Gokarna Road, Kumta,
Murdeshwar, Bhatkal,
Mookmbika Road
Byndoor, Kundapura,
Udupi, Mulki &
Surathkal station in both
directions.

The booking of
extended trips of Train
No. 09057 will open
from 05.04.2024 at all
PRS counters & on
IRCTC website. For
detailed information
regarding timings of
halts and composition,
passengers may please
visit www.enquiry.indi-
anrail.gov.in

WR EXTENDS THE TRIPS OF BI - WEEKLY SPECIAL
TRAIN BETWEEN UDHNA AND MANGALURU

Bombay High Court to Maharashtra

Bombay HC asks CM Eknath Shinde to consider extending benefits to 
the family of martyred Major Anuj Sood within a week.

BMC authorities have already written a letter to the Election
Commission of India (ECI’s) office seeking approval for the same.


