
In a communication to

all states, the Union

home ministry said

during the period of

state mourning on

December 17, the

national flag will fly

half mast where it is

flown regularly

throughout India and

there will be no official

entertainment.

NEW DELHI: The

government has

announced one-day state

mourning on Sunday fol-

lowing the demise of

Emir of Kuwait Sheikh

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah.

The ruling emir died

on Saturday at the age of

86. In a communication

to all states, the Union

home ministry said dur-

ing the period of state

mourning on December

17, the national flag will

fly half mast where it is

flown regularly through-

out India and there will be

no official entertainment.

“His Highness Sheikh

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir

of the State of Kuwait,

passed away on

December 16, 2023. As a

mark of respect to the

departed dignitary, the

government of India has

decided that there will be

one day’s state mourning

on December 17,” the

communication said.

“On the day of mourn-

ing, the national flag will

be flown at half mast

throughout India on all

buildings where the

national flag is flown reg-

ularly and there will be no

official entertainment on

the day,” it said.
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1st-Place finisher Kenya's Daniel Simiu Ebenyo (C), 2nd-Place finisher Kenya's

Victor Kipruto Togom (L) and 3rd-Place finisher Ethiopia's Tesfaye Demeke in

the International Elite Men's category pose for photos during the Tata Steel

Kolkata 25K run, in Kolkata.

Candidates get their documents checked as they arrive to appear for the

Madhya Pradesh Public Service Commission (MPPSC) exam, at an examination

centre in Jabalpur.

NEW DELHI :

Nikhil Gupta, accused by
US authorities of plotting
to kill Khalistan sepa-
ratist Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun at the behest of
an Indian intelligence
official, is lodged in a
prison in Prague. And
while a municipal court
recently has ruled in
favour of his extradition
to the US, Gupta can pur-
sue legal remedies in two
higher courts before the
country’s Ministry of
Justice makes a final
decision on the extradi-
tion request, his lawyer,
Petr Slepicka, told The
Sunday Express.

Gupta was arrested by
Czech authorities on June

30 this year and his extra-
dition, as requested by
the US government, is
currently under consider-
ation by the courts there.

“He is still in Prague.
He is currently in
Pankrac prison. The
municipal court has given
a decision in favor of his
extradition, but he
(Gupta) has challenged
this in the High Court.

After this, he can go to
the Constitutional Court.
The final decision (of
extradition) rests with the
Ministry of Justice,” he
said on the phone from
Prague. Explaining the
legal road ahead for
Gupta, Slepicka, a mem-
ber of the law firm
Petrásek & Slepicka in
Prague, said that even if
the three courts (munici-

pal, high court, and con-
stitutional court) issue
three positive decisions
in favor of extradition,
the Ministry of Justice
can still decide against
extradition.

However, the Ministry
cannot reverse three neg-
ative decisions against
extradition into a positive
one..  Slepicka, who has
been representing Gupta
in court for at least two
months, told The Sunday
Express that the munici-
pal court’s decision came
before the second indict-
ment filed by the US
authorities on November
29. The first indictment
had few details of the
crime alleged by the US,

and, he believes, the rev-
elations in the second
indictment help his
client’s case.

“You have to bear in
mind that when the
Municipal Court’s deci-
sion had come, it was
based on the first indict-
ment filed by the US
authorities, which didn’t
have any details of the
case. Even the judges
here didn’t know who
was the victim and what
was the nature of the
alleged crime. With the
second indictment, we
now have more details,
and I think it helps his
(Gupta’s) case. There are
political issues
involved,” he said. 

Plot to kill Khalistan separatist Pannun: 2 more courts to
take call on Nikhil Gupta extradition, says his Prague lawyer

Municipal court has ruled in favour of US request, Czech Govt has final say

Govt announces one-day state
mourning on Sunday following

demise of Emir of Kuwait

NEW DELHI : With a

surge in gold prices and

high import duties on the

yellow metal, multiple such

instances of gold smug-

gling have been busted

across airports in India in

recent months.

Testimonies of customs

and airport officials testify

to the fact that the recent

cases involve new innova-

tions, such as smuggling

gold in the form of paste

and instances of “well-edu-

cated individuals” being

involved in the trade. In

2023, according to official

statistics, gold smuggling

cases in the country surged

over 20 per cent year-on-

year till October, with

4,798 documented cases

involving seizure of

3,917.52 kg of gold. This is

the highest number of gold

smuggling cases in at least

three years, though the

year-on-year surge in cases

is lower than the 62.9 per

cent year-on-year growth

seen in the post-pandemic

year of 2022, when 3,982

cases of gold smuggling

were recorded involving

seizure of 3,502.16 kg gold.

In 2021, around 2,445

cases of gold smuggling

were recorded and 2,383.38

kg of gold was seized.

A closer examination of

the data also reveals a pecu-

liar trend — Maharashtra

has pipped the traditional

top-ranking state, Kerala,

to register the highest num-

ber of cases of gold smug-

gling and seizure of smug-

gled gold till October this

year.

As of October this year,

Maharashtra recorded

1,357 cases of gold smug-

gling and seizure of 997.51

kg. This was followed by

894 cases and 498.84 kg of

gold seized in Tamil Nadu;

and 728 cases and 542.36

kg of gold seized in Kerala,

official data shared by the

government in Parliament

showed.

The gold smuggling

cases in Kerala in the first

ten months of the year are

lower than the 1,035 cases

recorded in 2022.

Together these three

states — Maharashtra,

Tamil Nadu and Kerala —

accounted for over 60 per

cent of the total gold smug-

gling cases registered in the

country so far. In 2022,

they accounted for a lower

52 per cent of the total gold

smuggling cases. Gold

smuggling in most states

has already breached the

levels of smuggling seen in

the last three years.

Telangana, Andhra

Pradesh, West Bengal,

Gujarat, Dadra and Nagar

Haveli, and Daman and Diu

have seen an increase in

gold smuggling cases in

2023.  Experts say the rise

in gold prices and high

import duties are among

the key reasons for the

increase in gold smuggling

cases. According to the

World Gold Council

(WGC) report in May this

year, gold jewellery

demand was the weakest

for the first quarter

(January-March 2023) in

India since 2020. The rise

in gold prices has also

encouraged a “rise in

smuggling activity, incen-

tivised by an avoidance of

import duties”, the report

said. This has reportedly

encouraged demand in

smaller cities, and among

independent retailers,

where cash purchases are

more commonplace,” it

said.

Smugglers find new ways to bring in
gold as price, import duties go upTata Steel Kolkata 25K run

1st-Place finisher Ethiopia's Sutume Asefa Kebede (C), 2nd-Place finisher

Ethiopia's Yalemzerf Yehualaw (L) and 3rd-Place finisher Kenya's Betty

Chepkemoi Kibet in the International Elite Women's category pose for photos

during the Tata Steel Kolkata 25K run, in Kolkata.


