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NEW DELHI : The
Delhi High Court recently
said that it has come across
various cases wherein the
“abuse” of the Right to
Information (RTI) Act has
led to “paralysis and fear”
among government officials.
The observations came in a
plea by one Shishir Chand
against an order of the
Central Information
Commission (CIC) directing
its registry to not entertain
any further cases from him
concerning the untimely
demise of his younger broth-

er on account of alleged
medical negligence by Dr
Atul Chhabra of
Jamshedpur’s Tata
Memorial Hospital.

A single-judge bench of
Justice Subramonium
Prasad in its December 19
order said, “The purpose of
the RTI Act is meant to fur-
ther good governance, and
unfortunate misuse of the
same will only dilute its
importance as well as make
government servants dither
from carrying out their
activities. 

Abuse of RTI Act leading to
‘paralysis and fear’ among

government officials: Delhi HC
NEW DELHI : Delhi

International Airport
Limited (DIAL) is set to
develop the nation’s first
multi-modal interstate
transport hub near
Aerocity, aiming to inte-
grate bus, metro, and air
services.

The proposed hub near
the GMR Aerocity will
provide connectivity
through an Interstate Bus
Terminus (ISBT) planned

near the Delhi airport,
upcoming phase 4 line of
the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC), the
proposed Passenger
Transport Centre (PTC),
and the proposed Rapid
Rail Transit System
(RRTS) station, DIAL
said in a statement.

Indira Gandhi
International airport,
being Delhi’s major air
hub, draws passengers
from Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
and Uttarakhand.
Currently the airport
premises lack adequate
facilities for parking inter-
state buses, and hence the
proposed hub aims to pro-
vide connectivity through
metro, bus, and trains for
passengers from neigh-
bouring states heading to
catch international flights.
The ISBT that will be
built in consultation with
the Delhi Transport
Department will serve as a
key element in bringing
long-distance passengers
to the airport, officials
said.

The proposed airport
ISBT is designed to match
airport standards, offering
amenities such as retail
outlets, F&B options, EV
charging, transit facilities,
comfortable waiting
areas, business centers,
internet/Wi-Fi services,
and souvenir shops.

Passengers arriving at
the Delhi airport by buses
from various states will
have the option to use
other modes of transport
like Automated Passenger
Movement or Metro to
reach the terminal, elimi-
nating the need for addi-
tional transfers.

Nation’s first interstate
multi-modal transport hub

coming up near Delhi airport

NEW DELHI : The
Delhi Police have
detained a 30-year-old
software engineer from
Bagalkot in Karnataka in
connection with their
probe into the security
breach at the new
Parliament house last
week.

According to the offi -
cers of the Delhi Police
Special Cell, Saikrishna
Jagali is the son of a
retired police officer
from Bagalkot and works
with a multinational

company.
Saikrishna’s name

cropped up during the
interrogation of
Manoranjan D who was
arrested last week in the
case. Manoranjan along
with Sagar Sharma had
allegedly jumped from
the visitors’ gallery into
the Lok Sabha hall dur-
ing a session. They then
used coloured smoke
canisters and were
caught by parliamentari-
ans.

Their associates

Neelam Azad and Amol
Shinde were caught
protesting outside
Parliament with smoke
canisters. The police then
caught Lalit Jha and
Mahesh Kumawat for
aiding the other accused.

As per the police,
Manoranjan’s diary,
which was among the
seizures made in the
case, revealed
Saikrishna’s role in the
case. Saikrishna and
Manoranjan were room-
mates during college in

Bengaluru in 2008-09.
After finding

Manoranjan’s diary, the
police said they ques-
tioned him and later
picked up Saikrishna.
They said he was being
brought to New Delhi for
interrogation and further
remand. He was ques-
tioned at his hometown
in Bagalkot. The police
said his father is a retired
deputy superintendent-
rank officer and his fami-
ly was also questioned
about their son’s role.

30-year-old engineer from Karnataka’s
Bagalkot held in Parliament breach case NEW DELHI : A

Gurgaon man was cheated
of Rs 27 lakh under the
pretext of buying a BMW
car, the police said.

According to officials,
Shreshth Sharma (43), a
resident of DLF Phase 4,
said that he was contacted
by a man named Deepak
regarding a car he was sell-
ing. Sharma said that the
accused promised to sell
him a BMW as well as a
Fortuner for Rs 27.5 lakh
and asked him to deposit it
in an account number he
had provided.

“He provided an address
for his office which is also

associated with his
Instagram handle —
Luxury cars.io. Upon
checking the location, I did
not find any such office,”
he said. Sharma was later
asked to check a new
BMW X5 of Rs 80 lakh
from BMW’s Mohan Co-
operative on Mathura Road
on December 3 where a
person named Prashant
showed him the car.

“Later, Prashant even
spoke to me over the
phone. Rs 27.5 lakh was
deposited, and neither the
car has been delivered nor
is he returning the money.
Whenever I call Deepak,

he threatens and intimi-
dates me. I deposited the
money between October 23
and December 6,” Sharma
informed.

An FIR was registered
under IPC Sections 420
(cheating) and 120B (crim-
inal conspiracy) at DLF
police station on Tuesday.

The police said they are
investigating the matter.
“We have identified the
suspects as the com-
plainant has given their
contact numbers. The
probe is underway,” an
officer in know of the mat-
ter said.

According to the latest

NCRB report ‘Crime in
India’, 65,893 cases were
registered under cyber-
crime, showing an increase
of 24.4 per cent compared
to 52,974 cases in 2021.
“Crime rate (per lakh popu-
lation) under this category
has increased from 3.9 in
2021 to 4.8 in 2022. 

During 2022, 64.8 per
cent of cybercrime cases
registered were for the
motive of fraud – 42,710
out of 65,893 cases – fol-
lowed by extortion with 5.5
per cent – 3,648 cases –
and sexual exploitation
with 5.2 per cent – 3,434
cases,” it said.

Trying to buy BMW car, Gurgaon man cheated of Rs 27 lakh
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Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge with suspended opposi-
tion MPs during a protest over their suspension at Mahatma Gandhi statue amid the

Winter session of Parliament, in New Delhi.

SUSHILA TIMES- SURAT

NEW DELHI : The Delhi
High Court Thursday asked the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) to take a decision expedi-
tiously, preferably in eight weeks,
on its notice sent to Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi with respect
to a speech given last month dur-
ing which he allegedly called PM
Narendra Modi a “pickpocket”.

The HC was hearing a PIL,
moved by one Bharat Nagar, seek-
ing action against Gandhi for mak-
ing “sensational speeches”
allegedly against Prime Minister
Modi, and for framing of guide-
lines providing an effective mech-
anism for redressal of matters con-
cerning “false and vilifying
speeches” made during elections
“for influencing the outcome”, till
a law or policy is brought in place.

The counsel appearing for ECI
said that a notice was issued to
Gandhi on November 23 which
states that if reply is not received

“by 1800 hours on November 25”,
the poll panel shall take action as
deemed fit. A division bench of
Acting Chief Justice Manmohan
and Justice Mini Pushkarna, there-
after, said, “Considering that the
deadline for filing reply is over
and no reply has been received, the
court directs ECI to decide the
matter as expeditiously as possi-
ble, preferably within eight weeks.
Though the statements are not in
good taste, yet, since the ECI is
examining the matter, accordingly
the petition is disposed of”.

While noting that the ECI is
already seized of the matter, the
bench orally said, “In an election,
people give results. Ultimately lets
have faith in the people’s wisdom.
They are hearing everything; they
are deciding, giving a view in the
matter…ECI is saying they will
take action. Lets see what action
they will take.The Union of India
is not stopped. They don’t need us,
they can prepare guidelines if they
want.”

When urged that guidelines be
issued by the court, the HC said,
“Does Parliament tell us to decide
matters in a particular manner? We
are all sovereign bodies.”

Senior advocates Adish C
Aggarwala and Kirti Uppal,
appearing for Nagar, said that
some guidelines needed to be
framed so that there is “no recur-
rence” of such incidents. “These
are things which should be
stopped. The country’s image is

something different,” Uppal sub-
mitted. Aggarwala added that in
another matter, Gandhi had been
told by the Supreme Court to be
“cautious in future”.

In the alternative, the plea
sought that Gandhi places on
record the proof before court
against the PM to prove the truth
in his statements and other claims
made in the speech. The plea also
sought examination of the genuin-
ity of Gandhi’s statements and reg-
istration of case against him for
offences under IPC and
Representation of People’s Act. It
has also asked the Chief Election
Commissioner to take strict action
against Gandhi over his speeches.

Meanwhile, Additional
Solicitor General Chetan Sharma,
appearing for the Union of India,
said that the larger issue at hand is
that the level of discourse is main-
tained and that it does not “plum-
met”.

Decide expeditiously on notice to Rahul Gandhi over ‘pick-
pocket’ speech targeting PM: HC to Election Commission


