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ED issues fresh summons to Jharkhand CM
Hemant Soren in money-laundering case

RANCHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has issued a
fresh summons to Jharkhand
chief minister Hemant Soren to
appear before it on Tuesday.

The case pertains to an alleged
land scam. Soren has been asked
to depose at ED's Ranchi office.

This is the sixth notice issued
to Soren, but he never deposed as
he filed a petition before the

Supreme Court seeking protec-
tion from the ED action.

The probe pertains to the ED
alleging that a "huge racket of
illegal change of ownership of
land by mafia was going on in
Jharkhand". 

The agency has arrested 14
people in the case, including
2011-batch Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)

officer Chhavi Ranjan who had
earlier served as the director of
the state social welfare depart-
ment and deputy commissioner
of Ranchi.

The 48-year-old Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha leader was ques-
tioned by the ED in November
last year in another money-laun-
dering case linked to alleged ille-
gal mining in the state. 
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NEW DELHI : At the
Eastern Zonal Council
meeting in Patna, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
Sunday said there were
several issues with the
Bihar government’s caste
survey and hoped the state
would “resolve” them.

According to a state-
ment issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Shah said that his party
“had supported the caste-
based survey” when in
power in the state, and that
the “Centre never had any
intention of creating hur-
dles in the caste-based sur-
vey”. “There are some
issues regarding the caste
survey, which he (Shah)
hoped that the state (Bihar)

government would
resolve,” said the state-
ment, without elaborating.

Shah’s comment came
after Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar during the
Sunday meeting raised
before the Union minister
his longstanding demand
for including the increased
quota cap in 9th Schedule
of the Constitution. He
also urged the Centre to

grant special category sta-
tus to the state, and con-
struct Kosi High Dam to
minimise annual flood
damage. After the caste
survey, the Nitish govern-
ment hiked reservation
from 50 to 65 per cent in
government jobs and insti-
tutions, and urged the
Centre to incorporate the
increased quota in the 9th
schedule of the

Constitution so that it gets
immunity from legal
scrutiny.

During the Sunday
meeting, Nitish said,
“…We expect that the
Centre will soon include it
(the said quota cap) in the
9th Schedule of the
Constitution. In the caste-
based survey, poor families
were identified across all
castes… 25.09 per cent of
general category, 33.16 per
cent of backward class,
33.58 per cent of extreme-
ly backward class, 42.93
percent of SC, and 42.70
per cent of STare poor.
These families are in all
the categories, at 94
lakh…”

On special status for

Bihar, Nitish said Nitish
said that as Bihar will have
to incur nearly Rs 2.5 lakh
crore in the next five years
— to deal with poverty
through various schemes
— the state “needs the spe-
cial status” for tax exemp-
tions and additional finan-
cial assistance.

Shah, who chaired the
26th meeting of the
Eastern Zonal Council, has
sought a detailed proposal
from the Bihar government
on its demands. Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav and
several ministers and sec-
retaries from Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal
and Odisha attended the
Sunday meeting.

Nitish flags special status demand;
Shah says issues in caste survey

Shah’s comment came afterBihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar during the Sunday meeting raised before the Union min-
ister his longstanding demand forincluding the increased quota cap in 9th Schedule of the Constitution.

NEW DELHI :
Claiming that the Centre
owed the state over Rs 1
lakh crore under various
welfare schemes, West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Sunday said the BJP-led
Union Government
should either release the
pending funds or vacate
office.

The CM also said that
her government has
received investment pro-
posals worth Rs 24,000
crore for north Bengal in
the current financial year.

The CM was speaking
during a programme in
Alipurduar. Banerjee is
on a seven-day tour of
north Bengal districts.
Banerjee said, “The cen-
tral government has
stopped our payments.
They are collecting GST

from us but are not giving
our legitimate share.
They stopped payments
for MGNREGA workers
and housing scheme ben-
eficiaries. I have already
sought an appointment
with the Prime Minister
and I will meet him along
with some of our MPs.”

Banerjee said, “The
central government has
stopped our payments.
They are collecting GST
from us but are not giving

our legitimate share.
They stopped payments
for MGNREGA workers
and housing scheme ben-
eficiaries. I have already
sought an appointment
with the Prime Minister
and I will meet him along
with some of our MPs.”

“The central govern-
ment has not released
more than Rs 1 lakh crore
in dues for the state. If the
Prime Minister gives us
time, we will demand our

dues. Either give the poor
people’s money or leave
the chair,” said the CM.

“In north Bengal, we
will give land pattas to
26,000 families of tea
garden workers. Today, I
have given pattas to
6,000 families. We
already built houses
under the ‘Cha Sundari’
scheme for tea garden
workers. But, I was think-
ing that it is better to give
families Rs 1.20 lakh to
build a house. So, we will
give this money along
with the land pattas to the
families (of tea garden
workers) in north
Bengal.”

The Cha Sundari
scheme is a housing
scheme for tea garden
workers introduced by
the TMC government in
2017.

Centre owes Bengal over Rs 1 lakh cr under
various schemes: CM Mamata Banerjee

NEW DELHI :
Maratha activist Manoj
Jarange-Patil on Sunday
attacked Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis alleging that he
was turning the Maratha
leaders against the Maratha
community.

For the first time, the
BJP’s Maharashtra unit has
reacted to Patil’s statement
and advised him to desist
from targeting Fadnavis ‘or
else “face the wrath of
Marathas.”

Speaking to reporters in
Latur on Sunday, “Initially,
Devendra Fadnavis
showed how large-hearted
he is. We started trusting
him. Now, he is again try-
ing to needle us…This is
because those who are
speaking against Maratha
reservation include BJP
leaders who belong to

Maratha community. These
leaders are close to
Fadnavis.” Advising
Fadnavis ”not to put poison
of his mind” in the minds
of Maratha leaders,
Jarange-Patil said,
”Maratha community is
currently observing peace.
I request Devendra
Fadnavis to let us be. He
should not try to poison the
minds of Maratha leaders,
and through these leaders,
try to create unrest people.”
Urging the Deputy Chief

Minister to rein in his lead-
ers, the activist said,
“Fadnavis should control
his leaders or else he
should declare his stand
publicly.

If he does not control
those leaders, we will
expose all his deeds.”

“Fadnavis should also
clear his stand regarding
the cases filed against
Maratha youths.
Otherwise, the Maratha
community will retort
strongly after the session of

the state legislature is
over,” he said.

Earlier, Jarange-Patil
had held Fadnavis, who is
also the Home Minister,
accountable for the police
lathicharge on villagers
who were protesting for
Maratha reservation in
Jalna’s Antarwali-Saraati
village on September 1. He
had asked the BJPto expel
Fadnavis not only from the
party but also from
Maharashtra.

Targeting Bhujbal over
his Indapur speech,
Jarange-Patil said,
”Bhujbal is an untrustwor-
thy man. He is a casteist.
No matter how much he
tries, he won’t be able to
create a rift between OBC
and Maratha community.
Both the communities are
close to each other in the
rural parts of Maharashtra. 

Jarange-Patil warns Fadnavis not
to poison Maratha leaders’ minds

NEW DELHI : Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann and
AAP national convenor Arvind
Kejriwal launched “Bhagwant
Mann Sarkar, Tuhade Dwaar”
scheme in Ludhiana on Sunday.
The scheme will provide doorstep
delivery of 43 services in the state.

Mann and Kejriwal flagged off
“Mobile Sahayaks”, a fleet of
delivery men who wore yellow T-
shirts with photos of Mann on
them, and would provide doorstep
delivery of selected services.
Addressing a rally at cycle valley
in Dhanansu village of Ludhiana,
Mann said it “was a historic day”.
The state has followed the Delhi
Model, the brainchild of Kejriwal,
“to herald a new era of responsive
and transparent governance”, he

added.
The CM said he wished that

“this citizen-centric model is also
replicated in the entire country to
make things easy for all and
sundry”. Mann said that in future
the day of December 10, 2023,
would be remembered as the one
when inconvenience to people of
visiting government offices was
ended. Mann said that from today
the pride and honour of the com-
mon man will be restored in the
state, thereby ensuring that they
can live their life with dignity. The
toll-free number 1076 will act as a
catalyst for providing the govern-
ment services to people on their
doorstep within a stipulated time
period, the CM added. Mann said
that unlike his predecessors, he

was continuously taking stock of
the ground-level situation. The
CM said that on Thursday he had
conducted surprise inspections at
Saanjh Kendras in Bassi Pathana
and Sri Fatehgarh Sahib.

The scheme has been initially
launched with 43 services but
would soon cover 80 of them, the
CM said. Mann said that 92 AAP
MLAs, including himself, will reg-

ularly keep a tab on the scheme to
benefit the common man and end
exploitation in government
offices. He said that all of them
will conduct inspections.

Rather than facilitating the
common man, the previous
regimes had looted the people due
to which they were ousted from
power, Mann added.

Due to the efforts made by the
state government, Punjab was wit-
nessing an industrial revolution,
the CM said, adding that in the
past 18 months, some of the
biggest companies such as Tata
Steel and others have “made a bee-
line for investment in the state”.

Meanwhile, Kejriwal said that
the “great nationalists, patriots and
martyrs had laid down their lives

and made sacrifices during the
freedom struggle not for the com-
mon man to suffer or face incon-
venience in

government offices after
Independence”. He said that they
had “envisioned an egalitarian
society where people can get qual-
ity health, education, good roads,
power, water and other services in
independent India”. 

Kejriwal said that during the
last 75 years “the aspirations of
great nationalists took a back seat
and a revolutionary scheme like
this was never launched”. Such a
citizen-centric scheme should have
been launched immediately after
Independence, he added.

Kejriwal said that with the
launch of this scheme, “around

99% services by the state govern-
ment will be available to the peo-
ple on their doorstep”. The day is
not far when 100% government
services will be available to people
on their doorstep, the Delhi CM
added.

Kejriwal further said that the
scheme was started in Delhi in
2018 to facilitate the people but
none of the governments in the
country except Punjab have repli-
cated this. 

It was because “the money loot-
ed by the middleman for getting
the routine administrative work of
the common man done in the gov-
ernment offices goes to the highest
level of hierarchy, including the
CM, in every other state”, he
added.

From paying your bills to receiving your pension, find out how you can get it at home

MUMBAI : In connection with
yard remodeling of Barabanki station
of Lucknow division and non-inter-
locking work at Bapudham Motihari
yard station in Samastipur Division,
few Western Railway trains will be
cancelled, diverted & regulated.

According to a press release issued
by Shri Sumit Thakur – Chief Public
Relations Officer of Western Railway,
the details of these trains are as
under: -Cancellation of Trains:

1.    Train No. 15269 Muzaffarpur
– Sabarmati Jansadharan Express
journey commencing on 14th, 21st,
28th December,2023, 04th & 11th
January, 2024.

2.    Train No. 15270 Sabarmati –
Muzaffarpur Jansadharan Express
journey commencing on 16th, 23rd,
30th December,2023, 6th & 13th
January, 2024.

3.    Train No. 15046 Okha –
Gorakhpur Express journey com-
mencing on 17th, 24th, 31st
December,2023, 7th & 14th January,

2024.
4.    Train No. 15045 Gorakpur –

Okha Express journey commencing
on 14th, 21st, 28th  December,2023,
4th & 11th January, 2024.

5.    Train No. 19615 Udaipur City
– Kamakhya  Express journey com-
mencing on 11th, 18th, 25th
December,2023, 1st & 8th January,
2024.

6.    Train No. 19616 Kamakhya -
Udaipur City Express journey com-
mencing on 14th, 21st, 28th
December,2023, 4th & 11th January,
2024.

7.    Train No. 22921 Bandra
Terminus – Gorakhpur Antyodaya
Express journey commencing on
10th, 17th, 24th, 31st
December,2023, 7th & 14th January,
2024.

8.    Train No. 22922 Gorakhpur –
Bandra Terminus Antyodaya Express
journey commencing on 12th, 19th,
26th, December,2023, 2nd, 9th &
16th January, 2024.

FEW TRAINS AFFECTED DUE TO NON INTER-

LOCKING WORK IN VARIOUS SECTIONS


