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South Korean court issues arrest war-
rant for impeached president Yoon

Yoon's lawyer called the arrest warrant for the impeached president "illegal
and invalid", saying investigators lacked the authority to probe the president
SEOUL: A South Korean
court has issued an arrest
warrant for impeached,
suspended President Yoon
Suk Yeol, investigators said
Tuesday, over his short-
lived bid to impose martial
law on the country.

Yoon briefly suspended
civilian rule this month,
plunging South Korea into
its worst political crisis in
decades. He was stripped
of his presidential duties by
parliament over the action,
but a constitutional court
ruling is pending on
whether to confirm the
impeachment. "The arrest
warrant and search warrant
for President Yoon Suk
Yeol, requested by the Joint
I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Headquarters, were issued
this morning," the Joint
Investigation Headquarters
said in a statement.

The conservative leader
faces criminal charges of
insurrection, which could
result in life imprisonment
or even the death penalty.

Investigators probing
Yoon over his declaration
of martial law requested
the warrant Monday after
the suspended president
failed to report for ques-
tioning a third time. "The

reason for the warrant is
that there is a concern that
the individual may refuse
to comply with summons
without justifiable reasons,
and there is sufficient prob-
able cause to suspect the
commission of a crime," a
Corruption Investigation
Office (CIO) official told
reporters at a briefing on
Tuesday. "The warrant is

valid until January 6," the
official said, adding that
Yoon could be held at a
police station or the Seoul
detention center. Yoon's
lawyer called the arrest
warrant for the impeached
president "illegal and
invalid", saying investiga-
tors lacked the authority to
probe the president. "The
arrest warrant and search
and seizure warrant issued
at the request of an agency
without investigative
authority are illegal and
invalid," a statement sent to
AFP by lawyer Yoon Kab-
keun said. Even though the
warrant has been issued, it
is unclear whether investi-
gators and police will be
able to execute it. The
Presidential Security
Service has previously
refused to comply with
three search warrants. 

Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol stage a rally near the presidential residence in
Seoul, South Korea.

Bangladesh's interim govt
to announce 'proclamation

of July uprising'
DHAKA: The interim gov-
ernment in Bangladesh has
announced that it will pre-
pare a "proclamation of
July uprising", a day after it
distanced itself from a pro-
posed declaration with an
identical title by the Anti-
Discrimination Students

Movement that led to the ouster of then-prime minister
Sheikh Hasina four months ago. "We hope within few
days the proclamation will be prepared with the partici-
pation and consensus of all and presented before the
nation," Shafiqul Alam, Press Secretary to the chief
adviser of the interim government of Bangladesh,
Muhammad Yunus, said in a midnight press conference
on Monday. Addressing reporters in front of Yunus' offi-
cial Jamuna residence, Alam said the declaration would
be based on the views of all participating students, politi-
cal parties, and stakeholders, including the Anti-
Discrimination Students Movement that led to the ouster
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's Awami League regime
on August 5. Alam said the government took the initiative
to prepare the proposed charter to "consolidate the peo-
ple's unity, anti-fascist spirit and desire for state reform
developed through the July uprising".

The Anti-Discrimination Students Movement along
with the National Citizens Committee, another grouping
led by the students, two days ago in a surprise develop-
ment said it would announce the proclamation of the July
uprising on Tuesday afternoon at Dhaka's Central
Shaheed Minar. However, the students' platform hurried-
ly called an emergency meeting around 1:30 am on
Tuesday and told the media that instead of the proclama-
tion they would rather stage a "march for unity" at the
same venue and time. "The Mujibist '72 constitution will
be buried (in the proclamation) in the very place where
the one-point declaration was made during the July upris-
ing," the platform's convener Hasnat Abdullah told a
press conference on December 29.

US Defense Secretary loses bid
as military appeals court upholds

plea deal for 9/11 accused
WASHINGTON: A mili-
tary appeals court has ruled
against Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin's effort to
throw out the plea deals
reached for Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed and two other
defendants in the 9/11
attacks, a U.S. official said.
The decision puts back on track the agreements that would
have the three men plead guilty to one of the deadliest
attacks ever on the United States in exchange for being
spared the possibility of the death penalty. The attacks by
al-Qaida killed nearly 3,000 people on Sept. 11, 2001, and
helped spur U.S. invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq in what
the George W. Bush administration called its war on terror.
The military appeals court released its ruling Monday
night, according to the U.S. official, who was not author-
ized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke on condition
of anonymity. Military prosecutors and defense attorneys
for Mohammed, the accused mastermind of the attacks,
and two co-defendants reached the plea agreements after
two years of government-approved negotiations. The deals
were announced late last summer. Supporters of the plea
agreement see it as a way of resolving the legally troubled
case against the men at the U.S. military commission at
Guantanamo Bay naval base in Cuba. Pretrial hearings for
Mohammed, Walid bin Attash and Mustafa al-Hawsawi
have been underway for more than a decade. Much of the
focus of pretrial arguments has been on how torture of the
men while in CIA custody in the first years after their
detention may taint the overall evidence in the case. Within
days of news of the plea deal this summer, Austin issued a
brief order saying he was nullifying them. He cited the
gravity of the 9/11 attacks in saying that as defense secre-
tary, he should decide on any plea agreements that would
spare the defendants the possibility of execution. 

A jet carrying the Gonzaga men�s basketball team ordered to
stop to avoid collision at Los Angeles International Airport

The plane operated by Key Lime Air was ordered by air traffic controllers
to stop as a Delta aircraft took off. No one was injured

LOS ANGELES: The
Federal Aviation
Administration has
launched an investigation
after a private jet carrying
the Gonzaga University
men’s basketball team
nearly crossed a runway as
another flight was taking
off Friday at Los Angeles
International Airport. The
plane operated by Key
Lime Air was ordered by
air traffic controllers to
stop as a Delta aircraft took
off. No one was injured.
“Air traffic controllers
directed Key Lime Air
Flight 563 to hold short of
crossing a runway at Los
Angeles International
Airport because a second
aircraft was taking off from
the runway at the time,” the
FAA said in a statement.
“When the Embraer E135
jet proceeded to cross the
hold bars, air traffic con-

trollers told the pilots to
stop. The jet never crossed
the runway edge line.”

A plane-spotting
livestream shows the inci-
dent and captured audio of
an air traffic controller
telling the Key Lime Air

flight to “stop, stop, stop.”
The flight immediately
stopped, and then proceed-
ed after a few moments.
Gonzaga was in Los
Angeles for its game
against UCLA on
Saturday. The Bulldogs

lost to the Bruins 65-62 in
the first college basketball
game played at Intuit
Dome, the new home of
the NBA’s Los Angeles
Clippers. “We understand
that the incident at LAX is
under investigation and we

will review this informa-
tion as it becomes avail-
able,” the university said in
an email Monday after-
noon. “Our team members
aboard the aircraft were
unaware of the situation as
it occurred and we are
grateful that the incident
ended safely for all.” Key
Lime Air did not immedi-
ately respond to The
Associated Press’ request
for comment Monday. Los
Angeles World Airports
referred a media inquiry to
the FAA, and a Delta
spokesperson said there
were no problems for its
aircraft. “Delta flight 471
operated as normal, and we
are not aware of any com-
munication from the FAA
regarding this flight. We
are cooperating with avia-
tion officials on their
investigation,” the airline
said in an email.

Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt reach divorce settlement after eight-year legal battle
LOS ANGELES: Angelina
Jolie and Brad Pitt have reached
a divorce settlement, her lawyer
said Monday, bringing an
apparent end to one of
Hollywood’s longest and most
contentious divorces.

Jolie's attorney, James
Simon, confirmed to The
Associated Press that the couple

had come to an agreement.
News of the settlement was first
reported by People magazine.
“More than eight years ago,
Angelina filed for divorce from
Mr. Pitt,” Simon said in a state-
ment. “She and the children left
all of the properties they had
shared with Mr. Pitt, and since
that time, she has focused on

finding peace and healing for
their family. This is just one part

of a long, ongoing process that
started eight years ago. Frankly,
Angelina is exhausted, but she
is relieved this one part is over.”
No court documents have been
filed yet, and a judge will need
to sign off on the agreement. An
email sent late Monday night to
Pitt's attorney seeking comment
was not immediately answered.

Jolie, 49, and Pitt, 61, were
among Hollywood’s most
prominent couples for 12 years,
including two as a married pair.
The Oscar winners have six
children together. Divorce his-
tory and custody disputes

Jolie filed for divorce in
2016 after a private jet flight
from Europe during which she

alleged Pitt was abusive toward
her and their children. The FBI
and the Los Angeles County
Department of Children and
Family Services investigated
Pitt's actions during the flight
and decided no action was nec-
essary. A judge declared the
couple divorced and legally sin-
gle in 2019, but the division of

assets and child custody
arrangements remained unre-
solved. A private judge hired to
handle the case initially award-
ed Pitt equal custody of the chil-
dren, but Jolie had the judge
removed, citing an unreported
conflict of interest. An appeals
court agreed, forcing the couple
to restart the process. 

Venezuela's top court issues a $10 million fine for
TikTok over allegedly deadly video challenges

CARACAS: Venezuela’s
Supreme Court on Monday
issued a $10 million fine
against TikTok for “not
implementing measures” to
prevent viral video chal-
lenges that have allegedly
led to the deaths of three
Venezuelan children recent-
ly. Judge Tania D’Amelio
said TikTok had acted in a
negligent manner and gave it
eight days to pay the fine,
while also ordering the video
service company to open an
office in Venezuela that
would supervise content so
that it complies with local
laws. The judge did not
explain how Venezuela
would force TikTok, whose
parent company is based in
China, to pay the fine.
Venezuela has blocked
dozens of websites in previ-
ous years for not complying
with regulations set by its
telecommunications com-
mission. TikTok did not
immediately respond to
requests for comment from
The Associated Press. In
November, Venezuelan

President Nicolas Maduro
blamed TikTok for the death
of a 12-year-old girl who
allegedly died after partici-
pating in a TikTok challenge
that involved taking tran-
quilizer pills and not falling
asleep. Venezuela’s
Education Minister Hector
Rodriguez also said last
month that a 14-year-old
died after taking part in a
TikTok challenge that
involved sniffing substances.

And on Nov. 21,
Venezuela’s attorney general
blamed video challenges on
TikTok for the death of a
third child. Dozens of radio
stations and television chan-
nels have been taken off the
air in Venezuela under
Maduro over their news cov-
erage. More than 60 web-
sites belonging to human

rights groups and news com-
panies were blocked at dif-
ferent times this year,
according to VE Sin Filtro, a
group that tracks media free-
doms in the South American
country. In August,
Venezuela banned the social
media platform X as thou-
sands of Venezuelans took to
the streets to protest the re-
election of Maduro. The
Venezuelan government ini-
tially banned X for 10 days,
after Maduro accused its
owner Elon Musk of using
the social media platform to
“orchestrate attacks against
Venezuela.” Musk had
accused Maduro of rigging
the July 28 election, which
the United Nations and the
Carter Center, an organiza-
tion that monitors elections
around the world, said did
not meet international stan-
dards. X can now be
accessed on privately run
internet providers in
Venezuela, but it is still
blocked by Venezuela’s state
owned internet provider
Movilnet.


