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MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court has held
that not letting a child meet her
mother amounts to ‘cruelty’ under
Indian Penal Code, and refused to
quash a FIR registered against the
in-laws of a Jalna-based woman.

A bench of Justices Vibha Kank-
anwadi and Rohit Joshi at Auran-
gabad noted in its order of De-
cember 11 that the woman’s daugh-
ter, only four years old, is being
kept away from her despite a lower
court’s order.

“Keeping a young child of four
years away from her mother also
amounts to mental harassment,
amounting to cruelty in as much
as it would certainly cause grave
injury to the mental health of the
mother,” the HC said. Such behav-
iour by in-laws amounts to ‘cruelty’

as defined under section 498-A of
the IPC, the court added.

“The mental harassment is con-
tinuing from day to day till date. It
is a continuing wrong,” the bench
observed.

It would not quash the FIR as
this was not a fit case for the court
to interfere, it added. The woman's
father-in-law, mother-in-law and
sister-in-law had sought quashing
of the 2022 FIR registered against
them in Jalna district for alleged
cruelty, harassment and criminal
intimidation.

As per the complainant, she got
married in 2019 and had a daughter
in 2020. But the husband and his
family members started demanding
money from her parents and abused
her physically and verbally, she
claimed. In May 2022, the woman
was allegedly thrown out of the

matrimonial house and not allowed
to take her daughter with her.

She then filed an application be-
fore a magistrate's court seeking
her daughter's custody. In 2023, the
court ordered the husband to hand
over custody of the child to the
mother, but the order was not com-
plied with and the child continues
to remain with the husband, the
woman stated in the high court.

The bench noted that although
the child was with the husband,
the applicants (in-laws) were as-
sisting him by keeping his where-
abouts secret.

Those who do not have respect
for judicial orders are not entitled
to relief, the high court remarked.

The trio in their petition denied
the allegations of cruelty and ha-
rassment, and claimed to have been
implicated in a false case.

PROTEST AGAINST ATROCITIES

People take part in a protest against the alleged atrocities on religious minorities in Bangladesh in
Thane on Thursday.

Over 30 students affected
after exposure to fumes
Mumbai: More than 30 school students
were affected after exposure to fumes
from a storage tank at JSW Energy’s
thermal power plant in Ratnagiri dis-
trict on Thursday, police said.

However, in a statement, JSW
Energy said its thermal plant at Rat-
nagiri does not have any gas storage
facility and is not involved in the inci-
dent as reported in the media. The stu-
dents are from Jaigad Vidya Mandir
school, which is near the plant, the po-
lice said. Of the 250 students in the
school, over 30 complained of eye irri-
tation after exposure to fumes coming
from the cleaning process of the tank,
the police said.

Not allowing mother to meet child is harassment, says HC

Nanded joins statewide fake drug crisis
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NANDED

In a development that un-
derscores the scale of fake
drug circulation, the
Nanded authorities seized
a stock of approximately
1.5 lakh counterfeit anti-
biotic tablets on Thursday,
according to the district
surgeon Dr Nilkanth Bho-
sikar.

The fake medicine
stock has been sent to the
Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) for anal-
ysis.

The operation comes
amidst reports of similar
counterfeit medicines sur-
facing in Beed, Ambejo-
gai, Wardha, Bhiwandi,
and Pune, raising con-
cerns about public health
and safety across the state.

Growing threat

The crime first sur-
faced in Ambejogai when
Vishal Enterprises, a pri-
vate contractor supplying
medicines to government
hospitals, was found to
have distributed fake Azi-
thromycin 500 tablets.

An investigation re-
vealed that the tablets
lacked the active ing-
redient azithromycin, ren-
dering them ineffective.
The report confirming the
tablets’ counterfeit nature

came a year and a half
after their distribution,
by which time the stock
had already been used in
the hospital.

The Ambejogai inci-
dent triggered a wave of
investigations, uncover-
ing similar cases of fake
medicines in Wardha, as
well as in Bhiwandi and
Pune. Now, Nanded has
joined the list of affected
districts, highlighting a
pervasive issue across the
state.

Broader implications

The repeated discov-
eries of fake medicines
suggest the involvement
of an interstate gang re-
sponsible for manufactur-
ing and distributing coun-
terfeit drugs. The racket’s
reach and sophistication
have caused alarm, par-
ticularly as the fake med-
icines have penetrated
essential healthcare fa-
cilities, including district
hospitals, sub-district
hospitals, and rural pri-
mary health centres.

Next steps

The district admin-
istration has launched
an investigation to de-
termine whether fake
medicines have reached
other healthcare facil-
ities in the region. The
FDA’s findings will be
critical in uncovering

the extent of contamina-
tion and guiding sub-
sequent actions.

Public health experts
have called for stricter
oversight of medicine
supply chains and more
stringent quality checks
to prevent such incidents.
With the spotlight now
firmly on the issue, the
government faces mount-
ing pressure to act deci-
sively against the coun-
terfeit medicine network
threatening lives across
the state.

Local authority
seizes nearly 1.5L
counterfeit
antibiotic tabs

Nanded discovery
In Nanded, the spotlight is
on a stock of antibiotic pills
branded as ‘Amox,’ supplied
to the civil hospital. About
one and a half lakh of these
tablets, which remain
unused, have been sealed
after suspicions of them
being counterfeit were
confirmed. The health
administration awaits the
test results, after which the
case will be referred to the
government for further
action.

Woman, infant
daughter lose lives
as car overturned
Hingoli: Atragicaccident
claimed the lives of a
womanandhersix-month-
olddaughter, leavingthree
others gravely injured,
after the car they were
traveling in overturned
near Kalamnuri on the
Nanded-Hingoli Road, on
Thursday morning.

The deceased have
been identified as Charu-
lata Kalavatiya (34) and
her infant daughter, Ra-
nira. The family, along
with two friends, was en
route to Ujjain from Hy-
derabadwhentheaccident
occurred.Accordingtopo-
licereports,RushikeshKa-
lavatiya, his wife Charu-
lata, and their daughter
weretravelingwithfriends
Dilip Singh and Prince
Singh.TheKalavatiyacou-
ple, both employed in an
IT firm in Hyderabad,
were in the vehicle when
the driver lost control
while trying to avoid hit-
ting a stray dog.
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