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Netanyahu sacks Israel�s Defence minister
Gallant, cites �lack of trust� at time of war

The decision comes amid stress in Netanyahu’s 
coalition over the draft of ultra-Orthodox leaders.
Jerusalem, Nov 6:

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
said on Tuesday evening
that he was removing
Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant from his posi-
tion and replacing him
with Israel Katz, citing a
“crisis of trust” that
“gradually deepened”.
The move is a stunning
shift after the Prime
Minister nearly made a
similar move in
September but made an
about-turn. In a terse
letter released by the
Prime Minister’s office,
Netanyahu tells Gallant
that “your tenure will
end 48 hours from the
receipt of this letter”. “I
would like to thank you
for your service as
Defence Minister,” he
concludes. Gallant will
be replaced by Foreign
Minister Israel Katz.
Minister without
Portfolio Gideon Sa’ar
will replace Katz as
Foreign Minister.
“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
although in the first
months of the war, there
was trust and there was
very fruitful work, dur-
ing the last months this
trust cracked between
me and the Defence
Minister,” said
Netanyahu in a video
statement. He said that
they disagreed on the
management of the war
and that Gallant made
decisions and state-

ments that contract
Cabinet decisions.
Netanyahu also accused
Gallant of indirectly
aiding Israel’s enemies.
“I made many attempts
to bridge these gaps, but
they kept getting
wider,” he said. “They
also came to the knowl-
edge of the public in an
unacceptable way, and
worse than that, they
came to the knowledge
of the enemy — our
enemies enjoyed it and
derived a lot of benefit
from it.” Netanyahu
added that most mem-
bers of the government
agree with him. The
decision comes amid
stress in Netanyahu’s
coalition over the draft
of ultra-Orthodox lead-
ers. Gallant on Monday
approved the drafting of
7,000 more Haredim

into the Israeli Defense
Forces IDF. Following
his firing by Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in favour of
Foreign Minister Israel
Katz, Gallant issued a
terse statement, saying
that “the security of the
State of Israel always
was, and will always
remain my life’s mis-
sion”.

It also comes as
Americans head to the
polls, and US attention
is elsewhere.

Netanyahu first
announced that he
would fire Gallant after
the latter warned in
March 2023 that the
government’s judicial
reforms were endan-
gering national securi-
ty. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Israelis took to
the streets in protest in

what became known as
“the Night of Gallant,”
and Netanyahu back-
tracked.

The relationship
between the Prime
Minister and Defence
Minister has deteriorat-
ed since the outbreak of
war on October 7.

Gallant publicly
accused Netanyahu of
involving political con-
siderations in his deci-
sion-making, while
Netanyahu accused
Gallant of attempting
to topple the govern-
ment from within.

Gallant is also an
obstacle to
Netanyahu’s attempt to
obtain a haredi exemp-
tion from IDF service,
and his removal may
contribute to solving
this problem for
Netanyahu as well.

Indian student says she'll work for free
to stay in UK. Viral post triggers debate
In a LinkedIn post that went viral, Swetha Kothandan

wrote about her struggle to find a "visa-sponsored

UK job" since graduating in 2022.
An Indian student

who relocated to the

UK in 2021 has trig-

gered a debate after

expressing her willing-

ness to "work for free"

so that she can stay in

the country. In a

LinkedIn post that went

viral, Swetha

Kothandan wrote about

her struggle to find a

"visa-sponsored UK

job" since graduating in

2022. Despite applying

for over 300 positions,

her efforts are yet to

yield results, leading

her to describe the post

as her "last chance to

secure a long-term

future" in the UK.“My

Graduate Visa

EXPIRES in 3 months,

repost this to help me

stay in the UK. Hi, I’m

Swetha, an internation-

al student from India. I

moved to the UK in

2021 with dreams of

making it BIG. Since

graduating in 2022,

I’ve been tirelessly

looking for a VISA-

sponsored UK job,”

Kothandan said in her

post, adding: “The job

market feels like there’s

no value for me, my

degree, or my capabili-

ties. I have applied to

300+ jobs and got a

handful of useful feed-

back. This LinkedIn

post is my FINAL

chance to secure a

long-term future in the

UK.” Kothandan, who

holds an MSc in

M e c h a n i c a l

Engineering from the

University of Leicester,

said in her post that she

is specifically seeking

“visa-sponsored design

engineer roles.” In her

post, Kothandan also

listed three points

explaining what makes

her a “great fit”, and

added: “If you’re a UK

employer hiring for

design engineer roles,

you won’t regret hiring

me. I’ll work 12 hours

per day and 7 days a

week to prove my

worth. If you’re an

international student

reading this, I would be

eternally grateful if you

could repost this.”

A Seismic Wave Occurred
15 Minutes Before the
2022 Tonga Eruption

Fifteen minutes before the massive
January 2022 eruption of the Hunga
Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai volcano, a seis-
mic wave was recorded by two distant
seismic stations. Now, researchers
argue that similar early signals could
be used to warn of other impending
eruptions in remote oceanic volca-
noes. The researchers propose that the
seismic wave was caused by a fracture
in a weak area of oceanic crust
beneath the volcano’s caldera wall.
That fracture allowed seawater and
magma to pour into and mix together
in the space above the volcano’s sub-
surface magma chamber, explosively
kickstarting the eruption. The research
was published in Geophysical
Research Letters, an open-access
AGU journal that publishes high-
impact, short-format reports with
immediate implications spanning all
Earth and space sciences.The results
build on the researchers’ previous
work monitoring remote volcanoes. In
this case, the Rayleigh wave, a type of
seismic wave that moves through the
Earth’s surface, was detected 750 kilo-
meters (approximately 466 miles)
from the volcano.

World’s first
wooden satellite
launched into

space
The world’s first wooden
satellite has been
launched into space as
part of study on using tim-
ber to help reduce the cre-
ation of space junk.
Scientists at Kyoto
University expect the
wooden material to burn
up when the device re-
enters the atmosphere –
potentially providing a
way to avoid generating
metal particles when a
retired satellite returns to
Earth. These particles
may negatively affect the
environment and telecom-
munications, the develop-
ers say. Each side of the
box-like experimental
satellite, named LignoSat,
measures just 10cm (4in).
It was launched on an
unmanned SpaceX rocket
from Nasa’s Kennedy
Space Center in Florida,
Kyoto University’s
Human Spaceology
Center said on Tuesday.
The satellite, installed in a
special container prepared
by the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency,
“flew into space safely”, it
said in a post on X.

An artificial pond is prepared for Chhath Puja
celebrations at Geeta Colony, in east Delhi.


