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MUMBAI : As the bat-
tle for the Baramati Lok
Sabha seat intensified
within the Pawar family,
the traditional rivals of
NCP and the Pawars have
gained prominence in the
tough fight and found an
opportunity to settle their
past scores, mainly with
the Ajit Pawar-led NCP.

The Baramati Lok
Sabha constituency
includes six assembly seg-
ments — Baramati town,
Indapur, Daund, Purandar,
Bhor and Khadakwasla. In
the state assembly,
Baramati town is repre-
sented by Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar while
his associate, NCP leader
Datta Bharane, represents
Indapur. Bharane won the
seat after he defeated
Harshvardhan Patil of BJP
in 2019. The Purandar
assembly seat was won by
Sanjay Jagtap of the
Congress after he defeated
Shiv Sena’s Vijay Shivtare
while Bhor is represented
by Sangram Thopte,
whose father had a politi-
cal rivalry with NCP (SP)
chief Sharad Pawar. The
Daund assembly is repre-

sented by Rahul Kul,
whose wife was a BJP can-
didate in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections.
Khadakwasla is represent-
ed by Bhimrao Tapkir of
the BJP.

Political campaigning
for the Baramati seat gath-
ered steam given that the
fight will be between sit-
ting MP Supriya Sule,
daughter of Sharad Pawar
and Sunetra pawar, Ajit
Pawar’s wife. Both
Supriya and Sunetra
launched rigorous cam-
paigns, while the NCP(SP)
chief and Ajit Pawar held
meetings with voters in the
constituency.

In Supriya Sule vs Sunetra Pawar fight for

Baramati, NCP camps guard against own allies
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NEW DELHI : As
Bengaluru grows further
outwards and faster than it
can cope, water supply is
one of the first casualties.
Attempting to piece together
the puzzle – where
Bengaluru’s water comes
from, where it is stored, who
consumes it, where the
wastewater goes – is an
essential first step to reduce
the city’s vulnerability to
floods and drought. We
zoom into four different
aspects to do this.

The city’s population
increased from 8.7 million
in 2011 to about 12.6 mil-
lion in 2021 (projected).
Most of the growth has been
in the periphery (Maps 1 and
2). We estimate that the total
demand for freshwater is
approximately 2,632 million
litres per day (MLD), which
is higher than what is offi-
cially supplied through the
Cauvery and through
groundwater sources. Water
from Cauvery that is used
for the city’s needs has
increased from 940 MLD to
1,460 MLD in the same
period which, after subtract-
ing losses, only serves half
the demand. In addition,
Bengaluru consumes an
estimated 1,392 MLD of
groundwater. This is worry-
ing because groundwater
recharge rates remain signif-
icantly lower than extraction
rates.  Bengaluru was not
always dependent on
pipelines or borewells. Most
of its water bodies were
originally ‘tanks’, rainwater
harvesting structures con-
structed mainly to serve irri-
gation and livestock. The
undulating terrain of the city
allowed for man-made cas-
cading lake systems, which
played a critical role in
water supply. When piped
water supply was intro-
duced, lakes began to lose
importance. Today, with
rapid urbanisation, lakes
have either been directly
encroached upon or are dry-
ing out as the connections
between them are lost. This
has not only resulted in a
more parched city but also
aggravated the risk of flood-
ing. The lakes and storm
water drains have also
become a dumping ground
for sewage from the build-
ings around them and in
their catchment, affecting
the possibility of them being
used to capture rainwater or
storm water.

NEW DELHI :
Thalapathy Vijay, Tamil
actor and Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) chief,
on Monday, hit out at the
Centre after it implement-
ed the contentious
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019.
The Centre announced the
implementation of the
CAA 2019, a move that
came four years after the
law was passed by
Parliament, and paved the
way for citizenship to
undocumented non-
Muslim migrants from
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan. With this, the
Centre will now start
granting Indian nationality
to persecuted non-Muslim
migrants from the three
countries. “It is not accept-
able to implement any law
like the Indian Citizenship
Amendment Act 2019
(CAA) in an environment
where all citizens of the
country live with social
harmony,” a rough transla-
tion of his statement,
which was released in
Tamil, said.
Thalapathy Vijay also
requested the Tamil Nadu

government to ensure that
the law does not get imple-
mented in the southern
state.
"The leaders should ensure
that this law does not get
implemented in Tamil
Nadu," the statement said.
This is Thalapathy Vijay's
first political opinion since
he floated the party. On
February 2, Vijay entered
into politics and
announced the name of his
party - Tamilaga Vetri
Kazham.
Earlier on Monday, Tamil
Nadu chief minister MK
Stalin said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is seeking
to “salvage his sinking
ship” by notifying the rules
for the CAA ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections in an
attempt to gain political

mileage.  In a social media
post, MK Stalin said the
BJP government's "divi-
sive agenda" has
weaponised the
Citizenship Act, turning it
from a “beacon of humani-
ty” to a “tool of discrimi-
nation” based on religion
and race. It “betrayed”
Muslims and Sri Lankan
Tamils and thus, sowed
“seeds of division”, he fur-
ther said.
Despite staunch opposition
from democratic forces
such as the DMK, the
CAA was passed with the
support of BJP's “stooge”
the AIADMK, Stalin
alleged. Fearing a backlash
from the people, the BJP
had kept the law in cold
storage till now, he further
claimed.
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water crisis: Data

Actor Thalapathy Vijay reacts to CAA

notification, urges Tamil Nadu govt to�
Thalapathy Vijay, Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam chief, hit out at the

central government after it implemented the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019 on March 11.
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